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CONSISTENT CHRISTIANITY
AN EDITORIAL
be a jewel, the jewel is sadly lost in
I F consistency
many Christian groups today. But there is a

impose its own puny logic upon Scripture, but it is
consistent in the scriptural sense of the word. He
is a consistent Christian who seeks by the illumination of God's Spirit to understand and grasp the
full-orbed truth of God in Christ as offered in the
Word of God, i.e., in Scripture, who strives to think
this truth out in all its implications and applications,
and who then with constancy and regularity endeavors to live it in every realm of life.
To be a consistent Christian hence implies two
things. First, to embrace, both for thought and life,
the full-orbed truth of God as revealed in Scripture
in all its implications, and, secondly, to live a life
in which the ordinances of God for our moral life as
laid down in Scripture are controlling and determinative for every step on the road. The consistent
Christian is a Christian who sees God in all things
and by his grace strives daily to live the Godcontrolled life. The consistent Christian is one who
humbly but sincerely can say after his Lord and
Master: It is my meat and drink to do the will of
my Father in heaven! Consistent Christianity is a
Christianity in which God has the first and last place,
so that our lives are by His grace of one piece.

sense in which consistency is more than a jewel. A
jewel is a luxury. You can do without it. Consistency in Christian thought and life is not a luxury.
We need it like bread and butter. For want of consistency many a Christian life is languishing. For
want of consistency many a Christian church and
group is degenerating and losing its virility.
Let us not confuse consistent Christianity with
its counterfeit.
There is a spurious consistency which is not consistency at all.
Fanatics, religious dictators, unbiblical extremists,
and the rabid sectarians of all times have repeatedly
boasted of their consistency. The Christian Scientist
claims that he alone is the consistent believer in the
spirituality of God. The Perfectionist boasts that he
alone takes the commandment of God to live a life
free from sin consistently. The believer in an earthly millennium assures all other Christian groups
that he is truly consistent in taking the second coming of our Lord seriously. The denier of the biblical
doctrine of common grace is certain that a consistent belief in the equally biblical doctrine of predestination and the particular character of saving
grace justifies him in his denial. And the Arminian
insists that consistency in maintaining the biblical
doctrine of human responsibility inexorably requires
him to repudiate the equally biblical doctrine of
absolute divine predestination.
We should be on our guard against this sort of
"consistency." This sectarian boast of "consistency"
can and does often intrench itself in keen human
logic. But when it does, it is not the logic of Scripture, and that is fatal for this kind of "consistency."
At least if it wants to be Christian. The sectarian
riding his hobby may boast of his consistency, but
his boast is vain. In reality his Christianity is not
consistent. In reality he distorts Christianity, the
truth of God, and makes the virtue of consistency
ridiculous.
The consistent Christianity which we need sorely
has nothing to do with this riding of man-made
hobbies. Consistent Christianity does not super-

* * * * * * *

We need this consistency in the Christian Church.
There must be consistency in the preaching of the
Word of God, the whole Word, the God-centered,
Christ-exalting Word of sin and redemption, df
grace and glory, of the helpless sinner and the allsufficient Christ.
There must be consistency in the preaching of the
whole counsel of God, not only for redemption, but
also for the guidance of the new life in Christ in
harmony with the law of God.
There must be consistency in the lives of the
office-bearers and members of the Church, lest their
conduct belie their preaching and profession.
There must be consistency in the Church's attitude toward those who would creep into the fold
and preach another gospel than that which is revealed in the Word. The toleration of modernists in
the Christian Church is one of the most fatal forms
of inconsistency which some historically Christian
denominations are committing.
3
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There must be consistency in the church's attitude
toward its creed. Its creed is the church's profession
before the world what it believes, and is-or, at least,
should be-the basis upon which membership in that
church is admitted or excluded. The way in which
many denominations are today playing fast and
loose with their creed is a startling instance of gross
inconsistency no less than of insincerity.
There must be consistency in maintaining the
standards which Christ himself has set for membership in the Church. To leave those who .deny the
solemn verities of the Christian faith or trample
upon the law of God unmolested in their church
membership is one of the modern church's most outstanding and most glaring forms of inconsistency.

* * * * * * *

We need a consistent Christianity in the pursuit
of the educational task of our day.
How can Christian people support and pray for
Christ,ian schools OR the mission fields of their
church to combat the paganism of Animism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, Shintoism and the like,
and not see the crying need of building and supporting as well as praying for Christian schools, positively Christian schools, for their own children in
the face of the increasing paganizing of the
"neutral" public school in our American life?
How can Christian parents apparently from conviction send their children to a Christian primary
school, and then, when those children have finished
the primary school and are ready to enter upon the
most crucial period of their training for life, send
them to a public high school, where Christ cannot
be honored nor his Word made basic and determinative for all instruction and for moral as well as
spiritual guidance?
But also we who are devoted to the Christian educational task are in sore need of a more consistently
Christian attitude.
Calvinism is the most consistent form of Christianity, in more than one way. One way in which
Calvinists, as well as certain other orthodox Christian groups, show this consistency is by insisting
upon a system of education that shall be based upon
the biblical world and life view and honor God and
his precepts from the bottom to the top of the educational system and in every phase of the educational process. Hence we believe, not only in theory,
but also by the practice of prayer, struggle, and
sacrificial giving, in Christian schools for primary,
secondary, and higher education. We prize this system, and well we may. We commend it to others
as .the only consistent solution of the problem of
Christian education that is Christian indeed.
All this is well. But we must constantly be on our
guard, lest we lose the spiritual reality for which
these institutions stand.
It is well to develop our Christian educational institutions in the matter of equipment, technique,

August, 1938

F 0 RUM

and the like, but it is of infinitely greater value and
importance to make them more truly conform to a
genuinely Christian philosophy and practice of education. Our teachers should not only be genuine
Christians-that, of course, is all-important-but
they should impart a consistently Christian view of
God, nature, inan, society, and a consistently Christian attitude toward all the duties and responsibilities of life. The inconsistent intermingling of Christian and non-Christian (not to say, anti-Christian)
elements in the subject-matter and the methods of
teaching in our Ch.ristian schools may constitute the
greatest menace for the future of these institutions
obtained at so great a sacrifice.
All this places a tremendous responsibility upon
the Christian institutions for higher education,
where the Christian leaders, including the teachers
for the lower and secondary schools, are trained. Our
Christian Colleges and Seminaries should be more
truly and more consistently Christian than they are.
Stating this is not casting any aspersions on these
institutions. It is only saying what must constantly
be said and repeated and practiced if we are to stand
firm and immovable and are not to be swept off our
feet by the tide of humanism that is surging around
us.

* * * * * * *

Nor can we stop here.
The consistency of our Christian thought and life
must be shown in our individual Christian lives, in
the Church, and in the educational task, but no less
should it come to expression in the relations and
attitudes which the Christian sustains to others in
the marts of public life.
·
We need a consistent practical Christianity in
business and industry, in government and~inter
nationalism.
We have had enough of "Sunday Christianity."
The consistent biblical Christian can have no
peace until he is a Christian in very deed also in his
business, industrial, and political relations.
This he must accomplish by two modes of attack,
the one personal, the other organizational. As a
citizen, as an employer or employee, as a business
man, he is constantly moving in the market places
of public life, and wherever he goes he must be a
Christian and a consistent Christian. He must bear
his testimony. His life must be a constant and eloquent example of what a Christian should do in all
these relationships of life. This is a most difficult
task, a task of whose difficulty those who are often
shielded from the stark realities of a corrupt society
are only dimly aware, but the task is on that account
no less urgent.
However, also another line of approach is indispensable in our day. That is the organizational. To
accomplish anything in modern society, organization
of like-minded persons for united action is indispensable. When these organizations set themselves
ends that touch the deeper moral issues and evalua-
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tions of life, issues and evaluations on which the
Christian must part company with the worldly man,
the need for positively Christian organizations is
inescapable.
A consistent Christianity demands the organization of Christian groups for the furtherance of the
great Christian demands of the Word of God in matters of government and industry. We need Christian
political organizations for the promotion of these
Christian objectives. We need no less positively
Christian organizations for the solution of our industrial strife and struggle. In that battle the Christian
laboringman cannot stand shoulder to shoulder with
organizations such as the C.I.0. and A.F.L., neither
of which acknowledges or champions a truly Christian solution for the industrial strife and the economic struggle of our day.
A consistent Christianity requires organized Christian political action and, no less, organized Christian
labor action. Christian Citizens Leagues (by whatever name they may go) and Christian Labor
Associations are demanded by the Word of God,
which requires us to live consistently Christian lives.
C.B.

Four "RepuoL-,.1can,,
Principles
time ago one of our Republican leaders
SOME
stated that four of our American principles were
being jeopardized by the present regime. Inasmuch
as many Christian people think that the Republican
principles are closer to the truth than the Democratic, we like to enumerate these principles, and
subject them for a 11).oment to the criticism of a
Calvinistic, that is, a Scriptural point of view.
1. The first Republican principle, according to
this political leader, is the principle of "checks and
balances." This is nothing else but the idea of the
eighteenth century Frenchman, Montesquieu, who
believed that the best guarantee for a nation's welfare was the division of authority into legislative,
judicial and executive, and that authority is autonomy arrived at by popular consent and forensic debate. The Scriptural principle is that all powers
and all rights are gracious gifts of our Creator, that
it is the duty of the government to punish the evil
doers and tQ protect the good citizens, and that the
best check of our political, economical, social, and
cultural life is the fear of God. These are the principles of sphere sovereignty, of absolute and derived authority, and of the relation of faith and life.
In the light of Holy Writ the first Republican principle must be condemned. It is an invention of the
French Revolution, and contrary to our puritanic,
that is, American traditions.
2. The second principle mentioned was the principle of indi;yidualism and self-reliance, meaning
that the government should take ,care that no one
goes unfed, unclothed, and unhoused, but that it
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further should rigidly refrain from any public works
administration, and never go into any utilities or
management of national resources. Though the
word state philanthropy was not mentioned, it looks
to us, as if this is exactly what was meant. We do
not believe, however, that it is in accord with Scripture to present a dole to twelve million able-bodied
people, to let the masses degenerate for half a dozen
or a dozen years, and to wait with stoical patience
till private initiative is ready for another experiment. The government is there to protect the lawabiding citizens; and, therefore, if private initiative
is lacking the government should temporarily take
a hold of the situation, and as far as the national resources are concerned, take care that they are ,not
wasted by a few individuals. The second Republican principle should be condemned as a laissezfaire formula of the so-called conservative liberals
of the Manchester school. It cannot be accepted by
anyone of Calvinistic conviction.
3. The third principle laid down by the Republican leader is the principle of the balanced budget.
This is certainly a principle upheld by Calvinists
like Kuyper and Colijn, and in accord with the
Scriptural principle of honesty and reliability. However, in the light of the two foregoing principles it
means that a government has no right · to borrow
money for its public works administration and to
count its public works on its credit page. The principle of the balanced budget becomes thus a clever
trick in the hands of ultra-conservatives to let the
natural laws take care of themselves. And this is,
at bottom, little else but fatalism. Far from false
passivism, the Calvinist has always believed that he
should study the laws of nature and history to take
an active part in the life of church, state, and society.
And it is certainly not in line with Biblical principles to take a perfectly correct formula to make a
wrong philosophy-in this case, the let-go-as-it-goes
theory-appear the better.
4. The fourth Republican principle is that of
mutual confidence and co-operation between the
government and the people, and between the employers and the employed. Here again we have a
perfect principle turned to bad account in the light
of the first two. How is it possible to co-operate in
our modern complicated industrial life without industrial democracy, collective bargaining between
representative groups, industrial courts for appeals,
and belief in the biblical principle that we are only
stewards, and that God is the real owner of all land,
of all capital, and of all machinery? Co-operation in
the light of the first two principles means that the
employer has the absolute right to do with his property and with his income as he sees fit. This is not
a Scriptural principle, but it is the principle of the
old pagan world, and also of fascism.
We must come to the conclusion that Republicanism as it reveals itself in these four principles has
nothing to do with Calvinism, because it has nothing
to do with the sound Scriptural principles of author-
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ity, of liberty, of rights, of privileges, of property,
of honesty. So-called American politics will, therefore, never bring a solution of political and economical problems. If the difference between Republicans and Democrats were only that the one
group is conservative and the other progressive, we
could get along nicely on a political zigzag. But
both parties are drenched in humanistic principles.
America must learn to turn to the Word of God for
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basic ideas in politics, and it must set aside its
haughtiness and learn humbly from European countries what can be done to relieve the tension of
modern life. If it does not, it will come to ruin. For
there is no salvation in human experience and
reason alone. To the law and to the testimony,
otherwise no new day will dawn. This is also
Scriptural truth.
H.J. V. A.

I

ALDOUS HUXLEY
Jacob G.

Yanden

Bosch, A. M.

Professor of the English Language and Literature, Calvin College

men may be regarded as symbols of the age
SOME
in which they live. They are so sensitive to the.
spirit of their time and are influenced by it so completely that in a unique way they are the embodiment of that age and its spirit. Benjamin Franklin,
for example, though reared in Puritan Boston, was
an epitome of the .rationalistic eighteenth century;
Oscar Wilde took himself so seriously in his De
Profundis as to regard himself as the symbol of the
''naughty nineties" as indeed he was of a group of
British men and women of that decade; and Aldous
HU:Xley, the subject of this article, is generally held
by readers and critics to be one in whom the ways
and moods of the post-war period find their clearest
and fullest reflection. It is because Huxley is justly
viewed as a symbol of our modern age that we chose
to reflect upon a few aspects of his thought.

The Man and His Works
Aldous Huxley is a member of an illustrious
English family. He is a grandson of Thomas Huxley,
·doughty champion of Darwinism, a son of Leonard
Huxley, Greek scholar and editor of Cornhill Magazine, and a brother to Julian Huxley, famous biologist still living. He was related as grand-nephew
to Matthew Arnold, the well-known nineteenth century poet and critic. At Eton and Oxford he enjoyed the very best education and culture that any
young Englishman could covet. Since graduation
he has devoted. himself chiefly to traveling and
writing. At present he lives in southern France, a
circumstance of some significance when we remember that in the opinion of those who are irked by
ideals of austere morality France is the country
where.men have mastered the art of amoral living.
Born in 1904, Huxley began his career as a writer
at a:h early age, 1916 being the date of his first publication; a slender volume of poems. Since then
there pave come from his hand at least nine little
books of poems, six novels, five collections of short
stories, and eleven volumes of essays. His first novel,
Crome Yellow, appeared in 1921, and was followed

by Antic Hay in 1923, by Those Barren Leaves in
1925, by Point Counter Point in 1928, by Brave New
World in 1932, and by Eyeless in Gaza in 1936.
Among his essays the most important titles are
Proper Studies, 1927, Do What You Will, 1929, and
Ends and Means, 1938. Of all his books none have
succeeded in stirring up so much discussion as
Point Counter Point, which by the way was .a selection of a national book club, Eyeless in Gaza, and;
Ends and Means.

The Pessimism of the Past-War Period
What causes the books of Aldous Huxley to receive such widespread attention is the fact they present in readable form the advanced thought of the
time. In this respect Huxley shares honors with
George Bernard Shaw, though in other respects a
comparison of these two writers reveals differences.
One difference is that while Shaw chose the drama,
Huxley chose the novel as the most effective means
for the dissemination of ideas. Then, too, the former
is the cleverer of the two, being far more a ma.ster
of wit and satire than the latter. And frequently
Huxley's novels are so weighted down with ideas
that his characters do not always come to life. Even
though they contain episodes which by themselves
are intensely interesting, the novels abound in discussions of problems and issues that are a bit heavy
for many a reader. But in spite of these strictures,
Huxley has sufficient vitality to interest a large
circle of readers.
But Huxley's chief importance lies in his being
the symbol of the pessimism of the post-war period.
All the frivolity, the restlessness, the wickedness,
and the hollowness of this disenchanted period has
gone into his fiction. For him as for many of his contemporaries the universe as a whole had no meaning, human life was merely an aimless experience,
and history had no value. The consequences of the
World War, which itself was in part the result of
the naturalistic philosophy of the period preceding
it, were depressing enough. It did indeed seem as
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·.if all order, stability, security, and idealism had
vanished for good from human society. It was a
time when many a serious thinker thought that
"whirl was king." It was a time of confusion and
despair. It was a time when a Spengle,r, assuming
the role of both interpreter and prophet, predicted
the destruction of western civilization; a time that
inspired a Joseph Wood Krutch to set forth in his
·The Modern Temper in dark colors the thick gloom
that prevailed; a time, finally, in which the novels
of Huxley with all their skepticism and pessimism
were conceived..

Life Futile-Sin Cilorified
The spirit of frustration pervades all of Huxley's
novels, his last one excepted. Antic Hay will serve
as well as any of them to illustrate this spirit. Theodore Gumbrill resigns his position as tutor at Oxford to abandon himself to a life of aimless drifting.
Together with his London companions, for the most
part artists and dilettanti, he "with goat feet dances
the antic hay." Across the pages of the book Gumbrill and his fellow satyrs dance from one thrilling
experience into another. At odd moments they dis.cuss brilliantly but inconsequentially such topics as
art, religion, and life. When they are not engaged in
:fruitless discussion, they make various experiments
in passion so that the effect of the whole is like that
.of some bacchanalian revelry. Their adventures are
the very last word in freedom and self-expression.
In the end Gumbrill seeks temporary escape from
boredom in a business trip to the continent for the
promotion of his whimsical patent for pneumatic
.trousers. Even in Point Counter Point, considered
to be artistically his best, the spirit of futility prevails. Every character from the scholar down to the
wastrel is smitten with inability to think his way
through the confusion besetting him. Nor does the
reader discover any relief in Brave New World that
.
.
'
mg~mo~s story of a Model T state with Ford for god,
which 11s a bitter satire on the industrialized and
mechanized civilization of our day.
To read these novels is depressing especially if one
takes life seriously. To be sure, if one has feeling
for the beautiful, one can appreciate the author's
.·.artistic ability. The reader can also add to his
knowledge of life as it is actually lived by certain
groups of people who are without God in this world.
All of Huxley's characters seek relief from the
meaninglessness of existence by the easy route of
.unashamed sexual adventure. Man is an animal and
~ives. by his impulses. The reader can, also, get an
J.dea in conc7ete form of what a Calvinist means by
total depravity. For the life portrayed in the pages
?f Hu:-:ley is all confusion and sin even though the
mtent10n was to glorify sin rather than to exhibit it
in its soul-destroying .and God-dishonoring character. And as to the author, the reader cannot avoid
!h~ impression that Huxley, though in a position to
enJOY the best that English culture can give, has not
Qne good word to say for it.

FOR UM
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His Ennui Cirounded in His Skepticism
This portrayal of life conceived as futile is the
logical outcome of skepticism. From the very outset
of his career Huxley was strongly under the spell of
the method of the natural sciences and of materialism. Writes he in one of his essays, "Thus the extravert who 'explains' religion in terms of observable facts of physiology and instinctive psychology
is doing something which, for me, is perfectly comprehensible and natural. To impose the standards
of the outward objective world upon the inner world
strikes me as an obviously sensible .process. Some
souls are naturaliter Christianae [naturally Christian]; others are congenitally materialistic. Mine belongs to the latter category. I understand the materialistic interpretation of inward life." However,
he was soon led to the conclusion that, .to employ
his own words once more, "Science is no truer than
common sense or lunacy, than art or religion," and
that "it perrpits us to organize our experience profitably, but tells us nothing about the real nature of
the world to which our experiences are supposed to
refer." Having thus ruled out the possibility of
absolute truth and objective standards, he could not
help arriving by the route of the doctrine of relativity at the point where one sees the world as having
no meaning whatsoever.
Nevertheless, once in this world devoid of mean~
ing and value, he had to live. He, must manage
somehow to exist. If reason is not a fit instrument
with which to arrive at truth, he will allow himself
to be swayed by his impulses. The essence of his
aimless life is summed up in the one word, drifting.
The "major premises" of life, the fundamental ideas
by which man permits himself to be controlled, he
felt, are not supplied by the reason, but are selected
on "ultimately irrational grounds," which have
validity only for the individual. Consequently everybody has his own philosophy of life. Truth and conduct are strictly personal affairs. Existence is atomic
and unrelated. All this being so, Huxley was frank
enoug~ to own that the one impulse that he sought
to gratify above all others was the impulse of freedom, freedom from the tyranny of social economic
and political systems and freedom from' sexual re~
pression. For this avowal we are thankful. It.reveals
very much. It is, of course, true that sin has vitiated
the whole man, the head as well as the heart but. it
is also true, and it is confirmed by the most' recent
psychology, that a man's perplexities as well as cond~ct are. to be traced not so much to his inability to
thmk thmgs through as to his bad heart.

Huxley's Change of Heart
Of late years Huxley has undergone a change of
heart. He has abandoned his earlier creed for the
feeling that after all the universe does have mean.,
ing and life does have value. Man's soul is too great
and too rich in potentiality to find satisfaction in
skepticism and denial and lawlessness. Man is not
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merely an animal; he is a being whose nature demands the proper atmosphere in which to flourish,
an atmosphere of law and ideals of truth, righteousness and beauty. How intelligent men who deemed
themselves the world's intelligentsia could actually
believe that in a world controlled by law human
conduct should form an exception to the rule seems
passing strange. And when we remember that these
very intelligentsia in their eating and drinking and
other affairs of practical living acted on the principle of good, better, and best, and when we further
remember that none of them would have had the
courage to deny the truth that five times twenty is
one hundred, their philosophy of relativity seems
nothing short of stupidity. In a world of complete
confusion. nothing but chaos can exist. And so the
change was bound to come, and come it did.
The symptoms of this change, so some say, were
noticeable already in Point; Counter Point and revealed themselves in the fact that Huxley lamented
the war between reason and the passions and man's
inability to make the proper choice in the gratification of his desires. Be this as it may, the change was
plainly evident in Eyeless in Gaza. At the close of
the story, which for the most part is given to the
portrayal of a group of characters that live riotously and shamelessly, a new note is introduced. Anthony Beavis, the leading character and representative of the author himself, ·after having spent the
best years of his life in indulgence and aimless drifting finally resolves to devote himself to the promotion of the cause of pacifism on the ground that
what severs man from man is evil and what unites
men is good. This process from animalism to
humanism is a development of his human nature.
In the growing man there gradually grows an ideal
to which he feels he must conform.

From Animalism to Humanism
It is in Ends and Means that Huxley gives the
fullest account of this process. His "conversion,'' so
we learn, was brought about by an honest consideration of the practical results of his skepticism and
sensuality.· To trace all the step~ in this process is
for our purpose not necessary. Suffice it to say that
neither D. H. Lawrence's theory of sex nor the practice of indulging all the impulses in turn gave satisfaction. As soon as Huxley saw the poisonous fruit
of agnosticism and realized that a philosophy of
futility is adopted only at the behest of the passions,
he also felt the need of a consistent life-and-world
view.
Also in this shift from relativity to a more idealistic position is Huxley a symbol of his age. The
change is, of course, to be commended. Faith in a
meaningful world and in objectivity is preferable
to a philosophy of frustration. But we cannot help
feeling that Huxley has been holding his ear to the
ground and has been shrewd enough to heed the
rumblings of the reactions everywhere against
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radical and toward more conservative positions.
These reactions have been noticeable in almost
every sphere of thought. In the natural sciences the
materialistic mechanism of the nineteenth century
has made way for the hypothesis that there are
phenomena that cannot be explained by physical
causality, a revolt in which men like Jeans, Eddington, and Millikan have been leaders. In the field of
morals Walter Lippmann has registered his dissatisfaction with the devastation wrought by "the
acids of modernity" and has proposed that man
should adopt the rule of disinterested action for his
conduct. In theology modernism is discredited by
its own adherents and there is discernible either a
tendency to revamp modernism into something more
satisfactory or an outright adoption of Barthianism.
In literature, too, a similar tendency towards more
idealistic positions is noticeable in. the case of some
writers. The "conversion" Qf Huxley is a case in
point.

From Skepticism to a Mystical Pantheism
An examination of Huxley's new philosophy is
decidedly disappointing, however. How does he get
his life-and-world view? How does he find meaning
in the universe? Not by the use of reason, for reason
by virtue of its nature can lay hold only of facts and
relations, not of values; but by means of a mystical
experience which transcends the ordinary . operations of the intellect, the emotions, and the will, and
in which self-consciousness disappears and a kind of
spiritual integration with impersonal or superpersonal being takes place. In other words, when
Huxley thinks that he apprehends truth, he has an
experience in which he loses all consciousness of
being a separate person endowed with intellect,
emotion, and will of his own, and in which he becomes aware of having become one with an impersonal or super-personal spirit underlying all beings
and all things. This experience is clearly very much
akin to the trance of the mystic. As Professor Joad
has pointed out in one of his books, Huxley is still
the same anti-intellectualist that he was before his
conversion; only, for the agnosticism that led to
relativism he has substituted the mystic trance as an
avenue to truth. Surely, his distrust of the ordinary
operations of the mind is more.. than suspicious. And
how great is the distance between the Christian
faith, by which "we understand that the worlds were
framed by the Word of God, so that things which
are seen were not made of things which do appear,"
and Huxley's intuition, it is merely necessary to
hint. When the Christian lays hold of ultimate
reality or truth, he retains consciousness of personality, of the infinity of God and the finiteness of man.
Again, the religion of the converted Huxley is
such as one would expect of a mystic. Huxley's
ultimate reality or god is impersonal or superpersonal, and, though conscious, not self-conscious.
Obviously, a supreme being that is not personal and
does not possess consciousness oi self can scarcely
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be endowed with such attributes as the thinking
mind inevitably associates with Deity. Such a being
lacks real transcendance, not being essentially distinct from the world. Huxley's religion comes nearer
to Buddhism than to Christianity.
Finally, according to Huxley the mystic trance
can be superinduced by meditation and the practice
of the two virtues of love and awareness. Here
again Huxley insists on divorcing meditation from
faith in a personal God. He accuses the religious
contemplation of Christianity of having gone into
all manner of excess and he quotes the worship of
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Father Divine as an example. ·May it suffice to remark that, though Christians have always insisted
on meditation as a means of cultivating spirituality,
they have never aimed at union with the divine.
Fellowship with a personal God was their highest
aim. Even the mystical vision of the medieval
Catholic did not aim at anything higher. As for the
love which is to be a way of life, nothing can be
predicated of it except that it is merely human unless such a thing as impersonal love is possible. Since
Huxley's supreme being is impersonal, his conception of love can scarcely be that of the love of which
Scripture speaks, the love of God and of fellow men.

CHILIASM IN THE WRITINGS OF THE
APOSTOLIC FATHERS
Part One

Albertus Pieters, D. D.
Professor of Bible and Missions, Western Serninary, R. C. A.

word "Chiliasm," in the title of this article,
'I1HEmeans
the same as millennialism, or premillennialism, the doctrine that at His second coming the Lord Jesus Christ will establish and rule
over an earthly kingdom, which is to endure for the
space of one thousand years, to be followed by the
final judgment and the eternal state. It commonly
is associated with the idea that there will be two
resurrections, one before and one after the said
thousand years. On all hands it is agreed that this
doctrine existed and was held by som,e in the early
church. The question is to what extent it was ~hen
the prevailing view.
, ·
Dr. G. H. Hospers in his Three Views of jfie Millennium, p. 5, says:
"The view held in the first two centuries of our era was almost
entirely chiliastic."

This is a moderate claim in comparison with that
of the church historian Gieseler, who is quoted by
Hagenbach as saying:
"In all the works of the period [the first two centuries] millenarianism is so prominent that we can not hesitate to consider
it as universal." (HAGElNBACJ:I, History of Doctrine, Vol. I,
p. 215.)

It is no wonder that with such encouragement Dr.
Charles Feinberg says:
"Every book that we have read and studied on the question
of the millennium . . . admitted freely that the entire early
Church for the first three centuries was premillennial, almost
to a man." (Prernillennialisrn or Arnillennialisrn?, p. 27.)

Proposed Investigation
Are such statements altogether correct? And upon
what evidence do they rest? The only way to judge
of that is to go to the writings of the church fathers
and collate the facts. If anywhere, the evidence
must be there. So to examine the said writings
would, in a former generation, have been possible

only to a man of immense learning, for they existed
only in the Greek or Latin. ·Since the publication of
the great wor~ entitled The Ante-Nicene Fathers,
however, it . requires only time and patience, for
here we have those writings translated into English,
with adequate index and explanatory notes. This
set may be found in all well appointed theological
libraries, and in many public libraries. If not in the
library of the reader's city, by all means let him
· petition the library authorities to provide it.
It is our purpose to place before the readers of
THE CALVIN FORUM, in a series of articles, the pertinent facts, drawn from the writings of the church
fathers of the first three centuries.· We invite criticism as to the correctness and adequacy of our
presentation. In this and the following article we
shall confine ourselves to the so-called Apostolic
Fathers. In our study, we shall use not only the set
already mentioned, The Ante-Nicene Fathers but
also the work of the late Bishop Lightfoot, ' The
Apostolic Fathers, and other sources of information.
When referring to the larger work, we shall use the
abbreviation A.N.F.
The list of the "Apostolic Fathers," given by
Lightfoot consists of the following writings: The
Two Epistles of Clement of Rome. Seven Epistles of
St. Ignatius. One Epistle of St. Polycarp. The Account of the Martyrdom of St. Polycarp. The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. The Epistle of Barnabas.
The Shepherd of Hermas. The Epistle to Diognetus.
The Fragments of Papias. The Reliques of the Elders
in Irenaeus.
The dates of these writings cannot be given with
absolute certainty, but it is agreed that they are all
very early, constituting the first group of sub·
apostolic writings.
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Earliest Source - Result Negative
I. The First Epistle of Clement of Rome. (A.N.F.
Vol. I pp. 5-21).
This is probably the first post-apostolic Christia.n
writing, although some would date the Epistle of
Barnabas even earlier. It is believed by some
scholars to have been written about 90 A.D.; by
others, as late as 97 A.D. It is ascribed to the
Clement who is mentioned in Philippians 4: 3, who
is believed to have become Bishop of Rome, and to
write in the name of the Christian church at that
city. "The judgment of most scholars is .... that it
.is to be regarded as an authentic production of the
friend and fellow-worker of St. Paul" (A.N.F., Vol.
I, p. 2).
In this epistle the writer exhorts the church at
Corinth to unity, as it appears that certain quarrels
had broken out among the members. There is a
famous reference to St. Paul's having preached the
gospel "to the utmost limits of the west"; which is
the chief documentary basis for the idea that he
visited Spain. I find in this epistle no reference to
the Second Advent or to the end of the world. The
resurrection is spoken of, and is illustrated by the
example of the phoenix, a bird that builds its own
funeral pyre, and rises again from the flames.
Clement seems to believe this story; but there is no
hint of two resurrections, or of a resurrection of the
righteous only. Nor is there any mention of a
millennial expectation. The evidence as to chiliasm,
therefore, is completely negative. We can determine
nothing from it.

No Millennial Hope
II. The Second Epistle of Clement. (A.N.F. Vol.
VII, pp. 517-523).
Bishop Lightfoot says:
"The so-called Second Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians
follows immediately upon the first in all MS. authorities, and
is apparently ascribed to Clement by them. I~ has, howeve~·, no
claim to this designation . . . We may defimtely regard it .as
the earliest Christian homily extant . . . Its date may with
some confidence be assigned to the first half of the second century, probably about 120-140 A. D." (Apostolic Fathers, p. 41.)

Although we do not know who wrote it, the date
makes it available as a source of information on the
expectations current among believers of that period.
It looks forward to the Second Advent of Christ, the
resurrection, the judgment, and the life everlasting,
but contains nothing like the millennial hope. The
following extracts indicate the preacher's eschatology.
· "Ye know brethren that the sojourn of this flesh in this
world is me~n and fo; a short time, but the promise of Christ
is great and m'arvellous, even the rest of the kingdom that shall
be and of life eternal . . . now this age and the future are two
en~mies . . . Let us consider it is better to hate the things
which are here because they are mean and for a short time,
and perishable, 'and to love the things which are the~e, for ~hey
are good and imperishable . . . Let us therefore await the kmgdom of God betimes in love and righteousness, since we know
not the day of God'; appearing .. : For the Lord said, I con;e
to gather together all the nations, tribes, and languages. Herem
He speaketh of the day of His appearing, when He shall come
and redeem us, each man according to his works . . . Blessed
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are they that obey these ordinances. Though they may endure
affliction for a short time in the world, they will gather the immortal fruit of the resurrection. Therefore let not the godly be
grieved, if he be miserable in the times that now are: a blessed
time awaiteth him. He shall live in heaven with the fathers,
and shall have rejoicing throughout a sorrowless eternity."
(LIGHTFOOT'S translation, Apostolic Fathers, pp. 88-94.)

The Didache on Baptism
III. The Didache, or Teaching of the Twelve
Apostles. (A.N.F., Vol. VII, pp. 377-382.)
This is a most interesting work. It is the first
church manual, evidently intended for the instruction of catechumens preparatory to baptism. It is
referred to in some ancient books, but no copy of it
was known to exist until 1873, when one was discovered in the library of a monastery in Constantinople. Various editions have since been issued, one
by Dr. Philip Schaff, in the year 1885. We shall use
his translation.
As published, the book has sixteen short chapters,
or sections. It begins with the "two ways," the way
of life and the way of death. Numerous quotations
from the Gospel of Matthew appear. The two great
commandments appear as a summary of moral duty,
and the Christian moral life is taught in detail.
Chapter VII deals with baptism. Here we find the
Trinitarian formula, just as it stands in Matthew
28: 19, and as it is in use among us today. At the
same time, in Chapter IX, we read: "Let no one eat
or drink of this eucharistic thanksgiving, but they
that have been baptized into the name of the Lord."
This is important, for the common designation of
baptism, in the New Testament, is this latter, to be
baptized "in the name," or "intb the name" of the
Lord Jesus, and it has been supposed that this represents the form of words used in the rite. So taken,
there is a contradiction between the command in
Matthew 28: 19 and the apostolic practice that is not
easily to be reconciled with the genuineness of the
passage. Yet here, in The Didache, is the formula of
Matthew, prescribed as always to be used, and there
is also the description of baptism as "in the name of
the Lord," showing that the latter phrase never describes the formula employed, but .only states the
fact.
Immersion is regarded as the normal form of
baptism, but if there is not water enough, the one
administering the rite is instructed to pour water
on the head three times; this evidently being regarded as equally valid. In Chapter VIII, Friday is
indicated as the day of the Lord's crucifixion. It is
amazing that some people still insist that it was
Wednesday or Thursday. The Didache contains the
Lord's Prayer, with the doxology, as we have it.
Christians ar;e exhorted to show hos pi tali ty to those
who come in the name of the Lord, but are warned
to beware of those who seek to sponge on them in
the nam:e of religion. The Lord's Day is recognized
as the day for Christian worship, but nothing is said
about rest from labor on that day. Bishops and
deacons are to be elected.
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As to Eschatology

of exceptional interest as sources for the religious
Chapter XVI is devoted to eschatology. The fol- ideas of the Christians of that date. Their testimony
lowing extracts show the expectations cherished and to the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, for instance, is
valuable, as it shows clearly that this doctrine was
the attitudes taught.
not only believed in the days of Ignatius, but was
"Watch over your life; let not your lamps be quenched and
considered
fundamental. He lays great emphasis
let not your loins be unloosed, but be ye ready; for ye know not
the hour in which our Lord cometh . . . In the last days the
upon the duty of submission and obedience to the
false prophets and destroyers shall be multiplied . . . for w.hen
bishop. He regards it as a proof of true faith that
lawlessness increases they shall hate and persecute ?-nd deliver
men
walk in newness of hope, "no longer observing
one another up; and then shall appear the world-deceiver as Son
of God and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth shall be
Sabbaths, but fashioning their lives after the Lord's
deliver~d into his hands, and he shall commit iniquities which Day." There is a vigorous protest against "Docetism,"
have never yet come to pass from the beginning of the world:
the doctrine that the Lord suffered only in appear"And then shall the race of men come into the fire of trial,
and many shall be offended and shall perish; but th~y who enance, not in reality. We find repeated mention of
dure in their faith shall be saved under the curse itself. .
the eucharist and the importance of observing it
"And then shall appear the sign of the truth: first the s~gn
under the administration of the bishop, or of some
of opening in heaven; then the voice of the trumpet; and third,
the resurrection of the dead. Not, however, of all, but as was
one appointed by him. Marriage is already a church
said: 'The Lord shall come and all His saints with Him. The~
ordinance, and must be entered upon with the conshall the world see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.
sent of the bishop.
Most of this is taken directly from various
In all of these seven letters there is no mention of
passages of scripture, easily recognized. The coming
anything connected with eschatology, except only
of a personal Antichrist is taught, under the unusual
one sentence: "These are the last times,'' which
title of the "world-deceiver." In his time we are
occurs in the letter to the Ephesians. The prospectold that the human race is to come into the fire of
tive martyr looks forward to the glory of the life to
trial, which has a resemblance to the familiar "great
come, but says nothing about the Second Advent,
tribulation" of the millennialists, but the resemor about a millennium.
blance is superficial, for with them the Jews of the
V. The Epistle of Polycarp. (A.N.F., Vol. I, pp.
last week, and possibly some who have been con33-36).
verted by the secret rapture of their friends, come
Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna, and wrote a letinto tribulation, while in The Didache it is the "race
ter
to the church at Philippi, about the time of the
of men." The expression nearest the premillennial
martyrdom
of Ignatius, as above. His letter contains
doctrine is that concerning the resurrection, where
numerous quotations from the New Testament
it is said that the resurrection which takes place at
the coming of Christ is "not of all,'' but of believers books, and mentions St. Paul. He quotes the verse:
"Every one who shall not confess that Jesus Christ
only. If we knew from other sources !ha.t the wri.ter
is
come in the flesh, is antichrist." (II John 7.) The
was a chiliast, we should be justified m mterpretmg
onlv
reference to the last things is in the following
this expression in a chiliastic sense, as the "first
"If we be well pleasing to Him in this
sentence:
resurrection" before the millennium; but we have
present
world,
we shall receive the future world
no such inf~rmation. He says nothing about a milalso,
according
as
He has promised to raise us from
lennium, nor does he call this the "first resurrecthe
dead."
There
is no mention of the Second
tion" as if there were another to follow. Can he
1
Advent or of a millennium.
hav~ expected a millennium, and ye!, in his pres~n
VI. The Letter of the Church at Smyrna on the
tation of apostolic teaching, have failed to ment~on
Martyrdom
of Polycarp. (A.N.F., Vol. I, pp. 39-41).
it? It does not seem likely, for who ever met with
Polycarp
was
martyred in 155 or 156 A.D., and
a millennialist who discussed eschatology without
this
letter
gives
the
particulars of that event. It conincluding it? One who cherishes this expectation
tains
nothing
pertinent
to the subject of our inquiry.
can hardly fail to mention it if he discusses the
(NOTJ~: Tho second part of this stud,· of fo·. Pieters' o.n tho millenniU)U
Second Advent at all; for it is certainly, if true, a in the w1·itings of the Apostolic I athers will appear in next lnonth s
very important element in eschatology. Dr. Philip issue.-.J~DITOR.)
Schaff comments as follows (p. 218):
11

"Probably the Didache means a first resurrection ~receding
the millennium, to be followed by a g_eneral r~surrection ?-fter
the millennium; but as he says nothmg on eit~er the mille~
nium or a general resurrection, we have no right to commit
him to a particular theory; his silence might as well be construed in favor of the annihilation of the wicked."

No Mention of a Millennium
IV. The Seven Epistles of Ignatius.
Ignatius was bishop of Antioch, and in the year
110 A.D. was arrested and sent to Rome to be thrown
to the wild beasts in the amphitheatre. Fifteen
epistles ascribed to him are extant, of which seven
are, by the best scholars, accepted as genuine. These
were all written during the said journey. They are

RENEWAL

Humbly I come, 0 Lord, unfit, with stammering
tongue;
No fluent words express this deep heart-throb among
The sacred thoughts of saints gone on before
Who praised Thee in their mighty hymns of yore.
Reverently, Lord, I come with deep conviction
stirred
That I am helpless in myself and need the nurture
of Thy Word;
Apply thy healing power to my heart
That consecrated service be my part.
-JOAN GEISEL GARDNER.

AMERICAN WAY''
Henry J. Ryskamp, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics and Sociology, Calvin College

THE seemingly untimely and threatening darkness into which the American business scene
was cast less than a year ago seems now to be breaking. The clouds, it appears, are scudding away before the freshening business breezes, and it almost
appears as if the sun of prosperity is about to break
through again.
·
All the gloom, all the misgivings business men are
inclined to think would be quickly dispelled if the
American wor Id would only learn to follow the
American business way, the way of free enterprise
largely uncontrolled by the government and regulated by free competition. The business man looks
out fearsomely from among the present shadows to
the pleasant light of past prosperity and believes all
will be well if we will but remove the blinds to let
the light in.
HAT business leaders tell us everyone
should heed in order to be reminded of
what business has wrought in the past.
We easily lose sight of what we have had
in our desire, our eagerness for new
triumphs. We should, in trying to see through our
difficulties to real solutions, not grasp at straws or
be too hasty; we should now certainly be willing to
take time to see the whole matter, should want to
face the truth of a full diagnosis of our trouble. Part
truths will not avail, and that, it must be said, is the
way in which some of the fine pronouncements of
business strike us.
If this seems opinionated let the reader follow
what Harper's Magazine elicited from several contributors in its attempt to discuss what it called "The
American Way." The substantial prize offered by
the magazine called forth a large number of statements of the way of American living. The prize
winning article recognized the individual's need of
both liberty and security and stressed not only the
value of individual competition but also the need of
a strong government to meet the demands of a new
day. One of the other articles while insisting that
there are really only two unchanging aspects of the
American way, namely, the recognition of the
dignity of the individual and the adoption of a realistic attitude toward events economic and political,
stressed the point that out of an acceptance of these
two fundamentals would follow an insistence upon
liberty, security, and democracy, (not that Democracy is the only necessary form of government, but
that the situation here as regards the above mentioned fundamentals would demand Democracy).
The other articles published indicated that the way
which Business calls The American Way may be but
12

the way of exploitation. These articles suggested
that a real solution to our problems requires a shift
of policy further to the left, and they hint at the
point that if we do not recognize the trend toward
collectivism a real shift in that direction may come
by force. One of these writers sees the danger of
both Communism and of Fascism and offers us the
opinion that the former is less to be feared than the
latter, that our doubts as to its practicability may
indeed be a product of our inability, our willingness to see what is happening.
If all of what the Harper's articles suggest seems
too gen~ral, too abstract, or too impracticable, let us
be remmded that there are real criticisms of recent
economic conduct by other perhaps more generally
recognized authorities. The Brookings institution in
a fifth volume (the first four volumes devoted largely to an analysis of our present difficulties) entitled,
Industrial Price Policies and Economic Progress presents a remedy for our economic ills. While definitely accepting the capitalistic point of view the volume
clearly points out that our leading capitalistic enterprises have not been truly capitalistic in the last
?o1:1ple o.f decades. Instead of following the capitalistic policy of free competition and of price cutting
th:y have s?ught and obtained control and kept up
p.nce, an~ mstead of encouraging consumption .in
time of difficulty by lowering prices it has sought
to do so by inflating credit, and by instalment selling.
LL of these analyses and suggestions may
and do strike one who wants to live the
Christian life as but so many reeds upon
which the unbeliever and the doubting
Christian so hopefully lean. To the
Christian only a return to God and to his revelation
point the way out. And it must be conceded to him
that, ~ad men only searched God's word diligently,
and tried always to apply its truths to human conduct, our way would not appear so dark as it now
does. But the difficulties of that way must now be
recognized and it must be admitted that its intricacies cannot be unfolded except by careful study of
them and by persistent application to them of that
reason with which God has endowed mankind. We
must learn to know the world in which we live
something that men have not always been willing
to do. Thus half-knowledge and willingness to take
advantage of ~ituations because of half-knowledge
have been an important cause of our difficulties.
Through our failure to use the blessings of reason
and capacity for knowledge, and through our failure to use these ricrhtlv when we did make use of
them we have permftted and fostered economic evils
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the presence of which must be admitted and which
we know must now be checked. The establishment
of the Securities Exchange Commission was bitterly
opposed (and its activities have undoubtedly not
been perfect) but no one can deny that it has set up
some very wholesome standards for stock exchange
conduct, nor that the changes brought in under its
control led at least in part to the unveiling of the
Whitney activities. No one familiar with the facts
can deny that private banking in the United States
needed regulation to guard depositors and others
from the ignorance or selfish practices of many of
those in control of them. No one can deny that some
kind of social security law is demanded by present
conditions. These are but instances of evils that we
now recognize and of solutions that we now are
quite willing to accept, if not in detail, in general
form at any rate.
True again, reliance upon the government, upon
man's law is not going to provide the solution. We
must remember, however, what Professor 0. M.
Sprague (an opponent of much New Deal activity)
has recently said, that, in spite of what the government does, if men would but realize that if they look
too eagerly for higher profits when business picks
up, and therefore push up prices too rapidly, there
is likely to be but one result, the checking of the
further increase which means larger profits.
· HE Christian who is perplexed by all this
will want to return to the eternal verities,
especially those affecting the conduct of
man to man. He will contend that unrighteousness is at the bottom of all
of our difficulty. He will accept gladly the business
man's insistence upon conditions for the conduct of
business which exalt the dignity of the individual,
which permit him to live his own life according to
the dictates of what he regards to be right. He will
want under present circumstances, a government
that restrains evil, and he will have to admit that,
under present circumstances, the government is
often necessary to point out to men their wrongs, to
restrain them and to suggest, perhaps even to compel in some instances, the way of reform. And so
the Christian today viewing the depression, the recession, and the ensuing reforms can but hope, trust,
and pray that men will continue to face the realities
as individuals, particularly that they will do this in
·the light of what is eternally right as between man
and man, and that they will be permitted to do so.
When, however, by their individual actions .men
show that they do not so live, and thus set in operation tendencies which tend to corrupt the economic
and social order, the Christian will insist upon such
concerted action as on the basis of right and justice
will compel men to change their conduct and permit
of a continuance of the social order.
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It is interesting to note that many a scientist today
reminds us that what the business world needs to
know is that the solution of its problems involves a
knowledge of social psychology. Back of all the
business man's ideas as to what may or may not
happen, back of supply and demand, for example,
are human hopes and fears, over confidence and
despair. These forces may stimulate business beyond the business man's fondest hopes, or they may,
as we have seen, wreck the very order which he
thought has been built so well. But just as the overconfidence of individuals plus their selfishness may
prostitute the hopes and.. ends of the finest business
minds, so the weaknesses, the perversities of human
nature, may and do put to naught what appears to
be the finest effort of the government.
Experience indicates that men are always inclined
to take a short cut, to shrink from the harder way
of productive activity in order to get what they
need or desire. And this is true of the men who take
advantage of government assistance to get what they
want by giving as little as possible in return, as well
as it is of industrialists and others (most of us who
have the opportunity) who turn to speculation, to
monopoly, to restriction of supply, etc., to realize
quick profits. We must indeed know social psychology and the results of social action. But what
this means is simply this that we must know human
nature, and know it just as it is, perverse always
when left to guide itself on the basis of individual
initiative or when subjected to the control or
domination of the government.
HE American way not only but the only
real way of living is to make possible and
to protect that kind of social organization
which permits the working of as much
of individual dynamic as remains in us by
the grace of God, and which recognizes the need of ,
curbing and redirecting this dynamic when it turns
in the wrong direction; which recognizes that as individual action may become tyrannical, so social
action may become bitterly tyrannical also. To prevent either the one or the other form of tyranny we
need to re-emphasize the highest dynamic of all, that
of a God-centered life and of God-centered activity.
Only the love of justice and of equity that flows from
that source will enable us to harmonize individual
and social action. But such motivation will require
that we shape our individual lives and businesses
consistent with the good of the lives of others,
whether, for example, they require foregoing quick
profits and monopoly privileges, or the acceptance
of a measure of social coercion or direction when
our individual efforts fail to cope with the situation.

A CONSERVATIVE AND AGGRESSIVE CHURCH
"And of the rest durst no man join
himself to them; but the people magnifie.d them. And believers were the more
added to the Lord, multitudes both of
men and women."-Aots 5 :13, 14.

Pentecostal baptism of the early Christian
T HEChurch
was a glorious work of grace. Great
holiness of heart and life prevailed. The Church became intensely spiritual, and this inner spirituality,
according to the above text, had a two-fold effect on
those outside the Church. It was both conservative
and aggressive. It kept the worldly and insincere
from entering the communion of believers, and at
the same time it was instrumental in securing the
conversion of many.

Conservative Spirituality
Abounding spirituality in the Church repels the
false-hearted and checks the inroads of hypocrisy in
the following ways:
1. By giving to the Christian religion a character
that cannot be easily imitated. It is never difficult
to imitate mere formalism. So long as the Church
is worldly and formal she can ask no more from the
applicants for her privileges than what she herself
exhibits. But to counterfeit the spiritual is quite a
different thing. The more spiritual a church becomes the more she will insist upon such evidences
of conversion as can be furnished only by those who
are "God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus
unto good works." Regarding· the evangelical revival in Scotland in 1742 a certain historian says
that there were a few pretenders at first, but this
work "would not feign," and they were soon discovered and solemnly rebuked.
2. By arousing the natural hatred of the unregenerate. Since "the carnal is enmity against
God,'' it follows invariably that man by nature hates
the Church of God. That Church bears the image
and exhibits the Spirit of God's Son; she is not
actuated by the principles of the world; she is "not
of the world."
3. By securing to her those endowments by which
she is enabled to judge more truthfully regarding
the sincerity of those who seek admission. The Holy
Spirit provides the Church with power for the
preservation of her purity, and in the exercise of
that power she judges for the Lord who is with her
in the judgment. Cf. Isaiah 28: 5, 6.

Aggressive Spirituality

shall be willingnesses," i.e. "volunteers." Consecrated Christians are naturally disposed to holy activity in the service of God. A spiritual Church is
always a devoted Church. A pure Church is always
an increasing Church. It is written of the early
Church that "walking in the fear of the Lord, .and
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, they were multiplied." (Acts 9: 31).
God has bound Himself by many promises to bless
and build up His Church when her members conduct themselves in this manner; and in no instance
that can be adduced has He failed to fulfil these
promises. Them that honor Him He will honor. The
charter of conquest belongs only to an earnest
Church. Victory is assured to them that have a mind
to work. Cf. Rev. 3: 8.

Seed Thoughts
1. Pulpit pleasantries, comfortable surroundings,
and musical ritual, may add names to the church
roll, but they will never add believers to the Lord.
2. Many churches today are going down under
the dead weight of unconverted members.
3. A flourishing faith and a consistent application
of discipline have always gone hand in hand.
LEONARD GREENWAY.

Second Reformed Church,
Grand Haven, Mich.

GOD RULES
Cloudless the summer day,
Tranquil and blue the sky.
Green are the leafy trees,
Quiet the day and bright.
Flowers are fresh and gay,
Birds wheel and soar on high,
Borne on the balmy breeze.
God rules, and all is right.
Dark is the summer sky,
Angry and fierce the gale.
Gone is the beaming sun,
Gloomy and black the night.
Still there's a cheering cry
Borne on the wind's wild wail,
"Trust in the Mighty One.
God rules-and all is right."
When skies are bright and clear,
Or black with sudden gloom,
In the calm light of day,
Or in the stormy night,
Whatever be our fear,
Whatever troubles come,
This we can always say,
"God rules-and all is right."
-J.K.

While on the one hand "no man dared join himself to them," still "believers were the more added
to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women."
The day of God's power comes to the Church whenever she is found to be faithful and intensely spiritual. Of such a day the Psalmist writes, "Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power." (Ps. 110:
3a). Literally, the Hebrew text reads, "Thy people
14
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L'esthetique de Calvin, Leon Wencelius, Societe d'Edition
"Les Belles Lettres," 95, Boulevard Raspail, Paris, 1937,
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D.

Calvin put a stamp upon a culture. This he could not have
done if he had not taught principles of esthetics.
God and Beauty

25

The beautiful and art come from God and must serve to~
glorify God. Both books are dominated by the Calvinian
HESE two books constitute one doctor's thesis. The
principle: the Sovereignty and the Glory of God. Because
state universities of France require two sections; a major <God is God, there is beauty and art, There is no such thing
setting forth the principles to be defended, and a minor giving
as an ideal beauty tucked away in the realm of impersonal
a historical example of what was promulgated. The first
ideas which must serve as a pattern for all things, even, pervolume maintains that there is a Calvinian Esthetics, the second
chance, for God Himself. God is glorious. His glory fills the
that Rembrandt in his art is the very embodiment of the
world. All his attributes are glorious. "The study of the
teachings of the great theologian. Although a doctor's thesis,
rebtion of the essence of God and the beautiful will not be in
the author has been unusually successful in saying profound
vain since we know that 'his splendor constitutes the beauty of
truths simply. In this he ha;; not only described but has
God, and that this splendor radiates wherever ·God is present"!
actually practiced what Calvin has said about style and the
(p. 26; Translation by reviewer). "To establish the relation!
art of thinking.
between the glory of God and beauty is therefore to found
solidly a complete Calvinian esthetics" (p. 27). "The beauty
ls there a Calvinian Esthetics?
of God is that aspect of his glory visible to those who are a!ble
May we speak of an esthetics of John Calvin? Nowhere has
to contemplate Him in his sovereign activity" (p. 29). "T1he j
Calvin written a dissertation on that subject. These two books
beauty of God is a ray of His glory" (p. 34). God puts the!
are an affirmative reply to any one calling this in question.
stamp of beauty upon all his works because He is the God of
The critic taking for ·his starting point the crude :Puritanic
all gloi·y. True beauty then must satisfy the personal God of
meeting houses or the traditional accusation that Calvinism is
all truth and holiness. Th~value of beauty or the beautiful is
hostile to art will receive a necessary jolt when he reads the
that beauty is perhaps thtr'first avenue in natural revelation to
author's defense. Likewise the Roman Catholic, especially of the knowing of God. It is through the beautiful in creation
the Neo-Thomistic School, will be put to shame in his belief that God permits us not only to receive a glimpse of the
that Protestantism is only romanticism, individualism, sentisplendor of his being, but also to receive a ray of his activity.
mentalism in art, and that he, the Roman Catholic, is the
The sentiments this beauty begets are: admiration, joy,
exponent of the classical (p. 420). In fact (cf. below) no one
humility, and honor to 1God.
could be more objective than John Calvin, for John Calvi~l
There is a glory of the Father, a glory of the Son, and a
founds his esthetics upon the very being of God, the God of
glory of the 1Holy Spirit. Tihis triune God has given us the
all truth and light.
beautiful whether in creation or in recreation. All beauty
The author has read all of Calvin's works extant. He has
manifests itself in clarity (la clarte, a transparency, a light in
the intellectual sense), harmony, purity, and transcendence.
consulted his commentaries, his theological studies, and his
Hostile to this glory and consequent beauty of God are the
corres. pondence. In all t.hese writings a consistenc~ is evident~
darkening influences of the arch enemy of everything that is
in everything that John_ Calvin says about esthet1cs. From
beautiful-Satan. Satan sows the seeds of blindness and
that Dr. W encelius concludes that he has the perfect right to
arrogance. He spreads the false light of Lucifer. His harvest
speak of a Calvinian esthetics. Besides being an astonishing
is "illusory beauties." He has lost all sense of measure, the
repertoire of source material, a fact wl;iich alone would warrant a recommendation, these .books are unique in that all the
measure God has given to all things in creation. External
givens are related to the major work and dominating princi- beauties will satisfy, which in some cases will become sensual
ple!! of John Calvin's philosophy. His work is interpretative.
temptations as the history of Joseph and Potiphar's wife indilit is not only historical as some of its predecessors, it is a
cate. The joys of this distortion of art and beauty are
deceptive. Dr. Wencelius looks upon Calvin's esthetics not
window through which we can see a man, a theology, a reforonly as an answer to the question who is God, but also: what
mation. Leon W encelius seeks to be objective in order that
John Calvin may be understood.
Still there are certain is redemption and what is restored in redemption? Satan
would have us satisfied with beautiful forms by spreading
moments in which the author's own convictions undergird
darkness in order that the God of all glory, truth, and holiness
some of the principles set forth, moments which are friendly
be hidden from our eyes.
guides in contrasting our age with that of the Reformer.
The contents of the first volume seems to justify the
Roman Catholic and Calvinistic Esthetics
assertion that there is a Calvinian esthetics. The first part
deals with4eauty in the pla~ of God. This he does under six
Basic to any appreciation of 1Dr. W encelius' study is an
headings: 'God and Beauty; Beauty and Creation; Beauty and
acquaintance with his contrast between Neo-Thomistic ~nd
the .Fall; Beauty and Redemption; Beauty and Sanctification;
Calvinistic esthe:tics. Two key-wor~ are employed. \!2alartd Beauty in the theology of ,John Calvin. The second part vinism is dynamic, Thomism is static The Cathedral of the
discusse&"Art and Common Grace. He first of all speaks of
Middle Ages symbolizes the static. • verything is fixed. The
hrt in general; then summarizes what Galvin has to say of
spires soar into the heavens. We stand before the cathedral
apparel, dance, theatre, architecture, painting and sculpture.
in admiration. The guide can explain to us the principles, the
The third part interests irtself in Art .and s'pecial Grace, Under beauty of a perfect cathedral. Calvinism is dynamic. This
thi$ caption we find: 1\.rt and the Old Testament Worship;
dynamism flows from the sovereign activity of God in his
Ro1'*an Pomp; The Beauty of Worship, in Spirit and in Truth.
unfolding of the eternal plan in time. Beauty is like a three
T)l~last section of the book, Letters and Revelation, describes
panel painting, The first panel is the beauty of paradise. The
tlii;:.( art of thinking, style, and poetry. Finally, the very
second is the beauty of the Old Testament, the beauty of
c6'a¥espondence between the theologian and the Dutch painter
shadows. The third is the beauty of the militant church. This
ofi\~e seventeenth century Calvinistic Netherlands shows that
is not only true of beauty in the realm of special grace. The
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author emphasizes this element also in the paintings of Rembrandt. Especially in the realm of special grace one may say
that the beautiful of one age is not necessarily the beautiful of
another age. This is the grave error of the Roman Catholic
Church. The beauty of worship of the Old Testament which
this church seeks to incorporate in its worship is the beauty
of an age of shadows. The plan of ·God has moved on. The
Ohrist is here. The pageantry of the Old Testament was
necessary pedagogically, but now we must realize that we
must worship in spirit and in truth. 'rhe only art that abides
is the art of song. In this art the •believer expresses in song
what is ultimately a prayer or a thanksgiving. At least this
should be the frame of mind of the singer. Instead of the age
of shadows we are in the militant church, Ours is the beauty
of this struggle and this victory through the Holy Spirit.
In art we do things. We receive something and rework it
according to an impulse we have received. Calvin believes
also in practical arts. Every man has received some gift of
art from the Holy Spirit. !He is free in the dispensation of
this gift to man. Still this gift is from above for God is the
author and the giver of this gift. Here again ·Calvin relates
art to God. God, the Creator, is the artist. God has given to
'man to take this created universe, reproduce it in his own art,
interpret it in analogy with the mind of God. The world is
'nis model. The Bible teaches him the will of God. There can
Ibe no art for art's sake. In so far as the artist expresses the
'will of 1God will his art approach the ideal art. Art is limited
to rthe created. Rembrandt pictures to us many biblical scenes
but this is still man in his activity. We should ornate our
homes, our cities, but art that of necessity must ·be limited to
the created cannot ·be a means of picturing God or -0f serving
God in the realm of special grace. We should not make the
mistake of the Catholics in presupposing what pleases our
artistic instincts at mass or other forms. of worship, ultimately
our own deceptive inveilltions, must of necessity be beautiful
to God. Forms without the sanction of God are forms for the
sake of form, which is •only "form idolatry." Again, a repetition of the same theme, our God is a personal God, and a1t and
beauty must satisfy the demand·s of the personal 1God of holiness, truth, and goodness.
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the very use of light, for which Rembrandt is especially known,
cannot be understood apart from Calvin's teachings concerning the light. Light dispels the darkness of sin. The light
shines forth in the incarnate Son of God. In His light Rembrandt sees the ligiht of the true purpose of creation and
recreation. The light reveals the inward light of the soul of
man. Even a non-Calvinist (Simmel) knew that there was
something of the light that was relttted to the divine, but only
the Calvinist thinker c;an synthesize the light from the word of
God, the incarnate Son, the light that the individual receives
of the Holy Spirit within, all evident teachings of Calvin with
the use of light by Rembrandt.
These two books are exceptionally important. Any one will
receive great benefit from reading them. The philosopher, the
theologian, the pious worshi];>per tempted to succumb to the
"beautiful forms" of other denominations, the musician, the
one lacking interest in our psalter, the person who has forgotten to sing, the painter, the historian, the student of common
and special grace, any one will see new vistas opening before
·him. One can predict that this book, the first of its kind, will
become a classic on Calvinism and Esthetics. There is one
decidedly bad feature aibout this book for Americans: it is
written in French. We sincerely hope that this book will soon
be translated in our own language in order that any student
of Calvinism may have ready access to its treasures. Although
of a more restricted nature, this the reviewer also wishes for
the book of Dr. A. Lecerf reviewed by him in an earlier FORUM.

THE LAKE
Before me lies a placid lake
With here and there a sparkling gem
As touched by radiance from above
The waters weave a diadem.
Emerald shores stretch out to hold
Elusive waters of the deep
And homely cottages enfold
The quiet lake that lies asleep.

Rembrandt's Art Calvinistic

We wish we could do more justice by the author in introducing the book Calvin et Rembrandt. It would be a sad
mistake in supposing that this 1book is of interest only to
those who are students of Rembrandt. Rembrandt also is a
window through which we see a civilization enamoured of
Calvin's conception of esthetics. His canvass paints a civilization that knew •the doctrine of common grace. The painter
also ·shows a grasp of the difference between the Old and the
New Testament which he reproduces in color, space, and light.
He pictures the conviction that each man has an individual
destiny and task, .but still is bound to the group by some
corporate ideal. The painter of the soul, Rembrandt, caught
Calvin's value and beauty of the soul. The conception of the
sta:bility of the heavens and the changing scenes of the earth
(the dynamic) are reproduced in landscapes. The tragedy of
a sinner's eternal damnation, and the light of salvation are
seen in a "Saul and David." "The Lesson in Anatomy" shows
the dynamic push in common grace. Every face is the face of
fodividual responsibility as well as a common interest. Even

Voices of birds and insects merge
With the throbbed whispering of the trees
And overhead a friendly sky
Accents an atmosphere to please;
One lonely trunk with gnarled limb
Seems pointing inward to the lee,
Framing the picture, yet detached
But treasured in the memory.
I feast my soul and gaze in awe
Upon a beauty so intense,
Upon such loveliness serene
Infinity sublime, immense!
My little soul grows quieted
The still small voice of God I hear;
And overwhelmed with praise I sing
For perfect love has cast out fear.
-JOAN GEISEL GARDNER.

CORRESPONDENCE AND NEWS
India's Uutouchables

Calvinistic Study Club
For a long time it has been felt that there was a need in
Western Michigan to organize some group of men who would
unitedly apply themselves to an intensive study of the problems
of our day from a distinctively Calvinistic point of view.
As Calvinists we are admittedly a small group in this great
land of ours. And our land is saturated with al manner of
thought. Listening to the chorus of voices one. is iJ?-pressed
with the confusion of tongues. Runnmg through 1~ all 1s a note
of pessimism. For example, Dr. W. McDou~a;q m 1932 .published a book: World Chaos-The Responsibility of Science.
He is sure that our civilization is lop-sided. For him such terms
as Psychology, Economics, Political Science, Sociology, etc., are
fine names which merely indicate great gaps in our knowledge,
aspiration, but no achievement. ,He sa¥s that the cure for ~ur
age is more science, but not physical science. Many agree with
McDougall.
England's gloomy Dean, W. R. Inge, is certain that this
world as we know it, will some time, in say 50,000 y~ars, come
to utter extinction. He counsels England and the Umted States
to turn from the physical and to the (Plotinian) spiritual.
Now we as Calvinists have a splendid inheritance. But ~t
must become more than a mere inheritance. We must make it
our own possession, so much so that we can bequeath it . to a
succeeding generation.
This, h_<nyeve~, involves three thmgs:
First we must know what Calvm1sm 1s. We must know God
and ~urselves. We must know God and Jesus Christ whom God
sent. Secondly, we must know what is going on in our environment. We must be able to penetrate into the problems of today
and grasp the underlying principles or spirit. Thirdly, we :i;i.ust
state the problems and view them in the light of <;io~'s wntte,n
revelation. And we must supply the note of opt1m1sm: God s
eternal plan and will shall never fail.
So it came about that in the course of the past year a group
of earnest men organized themselves into a socie~y for the advancement of Calvinistic Thought. They do not wISh to be NeoCalvinists or Neo-Reformed; but simply Calvinists, who actively
pass on that which they received from past generations. They
want to stand on the shoulders of the fathers. The results are
to be disseminated by means of spoken and writt~n word.
This may for the moment, sound rather pretentious, but our
God demands nothing less. "Ye are my witnesses" is a command
that has not been countermanded.
Dr. C. Bouma, Calvin Seminary's Professor of Apologetics
and Ethics, has been chosen to be our president and leade:r;,
while the undersigned is to function as secretary. Dr. C. Bouma
at a recent meeting gave a survey of the field we are to cover,
the problems that may be studied, etc. He stressed the .fact
that there are certain historical subjects which are perenmally
acute. For example: What is the relation between Plato:r:iism
and Christianity? Was Plato the father of Modern Idealism?
What place does St. Augustine occupy in the system of phristian Thinking? What is the underly!ng life- and world-v~e"'. of
the Renaissance and of the Reformat10n? What are the d1st1nctive elements in the theology of John Calvin? How has Reformed theology been influenced by Cartesian ism? by modern
Idealism?
As systematic subjects he brought to the fore problems such
as: The Implications of a Theocentric Theology; The Larger Implications of Predestination; Theistic Epistemology; Revelation
and Scripture; The Problem of Immanence and Transcendence
in Barthianism; Unity of Reality-is it found in God, Man, Nature or something else?; The Christian Philosophy of History
and Ultimate Destiny; What is Freedom, Calvinistically construed?; Sin, Evil, and Suffering in Christian Theism; the
Organism of the Sciences; Philosophy and Theology; Is there a
Christian Philosophy?
Dr. R. Stob, President of Calvin College, gave an able discourse on "Grreco-Roman Culture and Reformed Thought." He
presented three views of their relation, incidentally touching
upon the Logos-problem. The subsequent discussion centered
around this great problem.
At the next meeting to be held October 7, the executive committee will present a detailed study of the relative importance
of the various problems and currents of thought, and a program
of studies:
We are going onward carefully, cautiously, but determinedly.
Our hope and our prayer is that our God may bless our efforts,
to the glory of His name: and a deeper appreciation of what
God has wrought in the past, and of an experiential, living, upto-date Calvinistic World- and Life-view.
J. G. VAN DYKE, Secretary.

Bangalore, South India.
June 1st, 1938.
To the Editor,
THE CALVIN FORUM,

Grand Rapids, Mich.

My dear Doctor:
We have been on vacation in this beautiful city that stands
some 3,000 feet above sea level and is thus much cooler than the
surrounding plains, which here in South India experience burning days and breathless nights at this time of the year.
One hears so much about the "Untouchables" of India and a
great mahy questions were put to me in regard to these people
by folks in the U. S. during our sojourn there in 1936 and 1937.
There being some sixty millions of these lowly people in India,
it may interest my readers were I to write something about
them.
The Caste System
India's history, though it goes back about 3,500 years, and
tradition another 2,000 years, still leaves us largely in the dark
concerning the country's authentically "first inhabitants." It
is, however, generally agreed that the earliest known inhabitants were of Negrito stock that formed a link between the
Bantrt races of Africa and the aboriginals of Northern Australia. Our archreologists and other scientists tell us that these
natives were conquered by a stronger race known now as the
Dravidians about 3500 B. C., and that the Dravidians in their
turn were subdued by the Scythians, the Mongols, and lastly by
successive waves of Aryans from Central Asia down to 1000 B. C.
We are now certain that, whoever the conquerors were, they
all used the aboriginals as slaves pretty much the way the Africans were used by all the Nordic and Semitic conquerors that
invaded Africa:; Numbers of the Indian aboriginals were
driven into mountain fastnesses where their descendants survive
to this day, being known as Khonds, Bhils, Gonds, and so on.
Even greater numbers remained on the great plains of India
serving their Aryan. and other masters, and naturaly absorbed
something of the civilization and culture that came to India
with the invaders.
Rigid rules drawn up by the privileged intelligentsia about
1500 B. C., and since called "Caste," made the Aryans into
Brahmins and Kshatrias, the Dravidians into the numerous
Sudra communities (mostly .craftsmen), and the slave population into Panchamas, who were segregated as to their villages
and made "Outcasts" or "Untouchables." They have remained
so until the present despite the combined efforts of many kindly
caste Hindus, and it is only during the past 150 years that Christian missions have brought about five and a half millions into
the Kingdom and removed much of the stigma of "Untouchability."
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Ambedkar
~ahatma Gandhi and his Nationalists deserve great credit for
their selfless efforts to ameliorate the conditions of the "Untouchables" and they have been working hard along these lines
for the past twenty years. India's idol, of course, preaches in
season and out his religion of "Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity." Gandhi believes in his religion up to the hilt, and he
and his adherents will, I suppose, continue to preach it for
many years to come. But the sad fact remains that there are
still some sixty millions of these aboriginals who are still regarded as "untouchable" by the vast majority of caste Hindus.
The only people of this race who appear to have thrown off
"Untouchability" both from without as well as from within are
a few thousand third and fourth generation converts to Christianity-and Protestant Christianity at that.
Dr. Ambedkar, head of the Bombay Law College, is an aboriginal or Panchama by race. He is a briliant scholar and pos:..
sesses the degrees of M.A., LL.D., D.Litt., and Ph.D. from England, Germany, the United States, and his own country-and
may I add that all have been earned and none obtained honorarily! Dr. Ambedkar is tacitly recognized as the leader of the
Panchamas and wants for his people "A fair and square deal."
Ther~ are many religious sects up and down India offering the
one-time slaves all that and more but, alas! promises are easily
made. Dr. Ambedkar knows that Christian missions have given
the "Untouchable" a fair deal and are ever willing to receive
the~ into the Christia:r:i fold-but, H~nduism, the religion that
their Aryan and Drav1d1an masters imposed upon the simple
illiterate slaves, apparently dies hard. And so we now hav~
only about nine per cent of· converts. among the Panchamasbut this is a high proportion as compared with the half a million other Christians drawn from caste Hindus out of a total
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population of some three hundred millions .. I apologize for so
many alarming figures, but they were unavoidable in the circumstances.
Prohibition and Education

The autonomous Province of Madras having introduced total
prohibition in one of its districts last October, can now begin to
assess the success or otherwise of the measure. There have been
definite results in as much as the poor laboring classes, whom it
was primarily intended to benefit, are reported to be economically in a much better position than heretofore. We a1·e told
that the health of these classes has also improved and no doubt
time will show a reduction in infant mortality. There is, however, the inevitable "Other side of the picture." As in your
own country, there has been in South India a number of repercussions. There is the expected loss in excise revenue and the
growing cost of Law Enforcement--and increasing lawlessness.
The Madras Government are hoping to introduce Prohibition in
a few other sections of the Province, but have to face the prospect of economizing in other directions. Unfortunately education has been the first item to suffer, and one cannot help
feeling that, the people needing education as badly as they do,
our rulers could surely have cut down expenses in another direction. India today has an illiteracy figure of no less than
ninety per cent, and those of us who want our country to take
her place among the free and self-respecting units of the British
Commonwealth, feel that we cannot have too much education
for the masses. Education, and particularly higher education,
has so far been a preserve of the few-largely the Brahmins
and other high caste people; it should be within the reach of
all, as is the case in the United States, for example.
The College and Seminary will just be about to close and
"Calvinians" will be "going down" as they say at the English
'varsities, so let me wish you, Sir and my many friends, a happy
and healthful vacation. I still retain vivid memories of your
glorious Michigan summer, and may that of 1938 be no less
lovely! We enjoyed the March and April numbers of THE
FORUM, and send you all our warm greetings from far-off
India.
Very cordially yours,
ARTHUR V. RAMIAH.

A Hungarian-American Voice
In Hungarian Reformed Church circles over in Hungary
there exists a mistaken idea about American Protestantism.
Being used to the fact that Protestantism in Hungary was for
centuries represented almost exclusively by two historical church
bodies, the Reformed and the Lutheran, some churchmen in Hungary pictured American Protestantism also as a more or less
coherent body of Protestants without realizing its wide and
wild variety. Nor did they give sufficient consideration to the
doctrinal aspects of the so-called "forty million American
Protestantism." Much less to prevailing liberalist-modemist
currents of thought and practices in even the historically and
doctrinally sound bodies of this Protestantism.
Free Magyar Reformed Church

We have consistently maintained that this utterly unwarranted and idealized view of American Protestantism played a
definite role in the all too greatJeadiness with which the Reformed Church in Hungary surrendered her claim to her spiritual offspring in America in 1922 after the great scare of a
lost war, and we have consistently refused to sail along the
lines suggested by the Mother Church. It was not easy for us
to do so. We all were men trained for ecclesiastical order,
obedience, and discipline. We all had a sincere attachment to
the Church of our fathers. But we all had to come to the
unshakable conclusion, that if we wanted to maintain the sacred
religious heritage of our fathers intact from the aberrations of
a largely man-centered American Protestantism, we must organize a Church of our own, based on the confessional standards, of the historical form of government and traditions of our
fathers, autonomous and self-supporting in every respect. From
the rulings of the Mother Church we appealed to God, and the
Free Magyar Reformed Church of America was organized in
J 924 with seven constituent local churches united into one
Classis. Today our local churches number 21, divided into a
Western and Eastern Classis and united into one Synod.
First we were dreadfully isolated. Suspicion, sometimes
childish ignorance as to our real motives and aims and bitter
enmity have surrounded us. Many times we wer~ treated as
veritable lep.ers, just because we did not fall in line with the
great landslide of 1922 into the great and glorious American
Protestantism of forty million strong of ou·r church fathers'
fancy at home and of some, not always disinterested leaders
here. It took us time and almost superhuman effort 'to shake
off suspicion, dispel ignorance, fight off enmity, and to prove
that what we wanted is nothing less, nothing more, and nothing
else, than the full, unmolested and constitutionally safeguarded
possession of the Reformed Christianity of the Second Helvetic
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Confession and the Heidelberg Catechism, together with the traditions and practices of our fathers and the uncontestable right
to our church properties in the last and final analysis, too.
Today we breathe more easily. The spell is broken. The
Mother Church is beginning to see the light. It is no more .a
disgrace to belong to or serve our Church: it is an honor. It
is beginning to be known that Himgarian Christianity in this
country is represented by only one autonomous church body:
the Free Magyar Reformed Church in America. And we take
some justifiable pride in the fact that by the covenant grace
of God this Church was organized and is maintained by people
who used to refer to the great Reformer of Geneva as "our
father Calvin."
American Reformed Christianity

Neither do we feel the sting of isolation any more. We know
of a certainty now that the cause of orthodox, confessional Reformed Christianity is not entirely lost in this country. There
is a remnant in each of the great historically Reformed church
bodies which thinks, feels, sees, and acts exactly the same way
as we do, holding essentially the same deposit of truth as we
do. In fact there are some autonomous church bodies which have
the same heart and mind. These brethren, we feel, are brethren
after our own heart. With them we want closer connections.
In the cause of orthodox, confessional Reformed Ch1'.istianity,
which comes to its own in Calvinism, we want to add our frail
sho:ulders but stout hearts to their shoulders and hearts. And
while. each. group re!llains devoted to its own special field, we
~old it ~nt1rely P.oss1ble for all of them to form a closer spiritual umon, and m certam matters to speak and act in unison
and make the voice of Calvinistic Christianity heard in this
country of ours.
Calvinism is peculiarly fitted to re-assert Christianity in the
market place of modern life and in the face of the confused
man-invented "isms" of today. We shall commit a sin both of
commission and omission if we keep what we possess in our
Calvinistic Christianity hidden within our own limited circle.
We must find a point of crystallization and a centre of radiation
for the propagation of our religious convictions, our philosophy
of life and our view of the world. The stronger and more
advanced bodies of Calvinist persuasion should take the lead
in tf-iis direction. According to the mind of Christ the possession of mo_re strength and talen~ ca1:ries with it the obligation
of more service. We, smaller bodies, JUSt about off for a start
shall be glad to join in any movement that will lead to a close~
affiliation of orthodox, confessional Reformed Christians and
their denominations-and all this with a view to the revival of
Calvinism in America.
CHARLES VINCZE.
Perth Amboy, N. J.

At the Foot of the Himalayas
Five Oaks, Landour,
Mussoorie, U. P., India.
Dear Dr. Bouma:
I am glad to reply to your letter of April 15th and to accept
your suggestion that I become one of your regular correspondents to THE CALVIN FORUM. I will try to send a quarterly
!etter .and h<?pe suitable material will be found. I have found
1t adv1_sii;ble 1~ my previous missionary writings to avoid politica) opm10ns m as far ·as possible, as at times difficulties may
arise. b~tween government and mission from unwise statements
of m1Ss10naries who are guests in foreign lands.
Studying Urdu

We have received a copy of THE CALVIN FORUM and thank
rou so much for sending it. I am writing from a '~hill-station"
m th.e Himalaya range in the United Provinces. We are
s~udymg ~r?u here this sum1!1er at. a language school. By the
time a m1Ss1onary. ha~ been ~n India one year, he is expected
to pass an exam1i;atio_n wih1ch shows him able to carry on
ordm1'!ry conversat10n m the language of his area, read any
selection from a 150-page book written in Urdu script write
i~ script. from dic~ation, recite nine designated parabl~s and
nme .designated mll'acles from, Luke's Gospel, read and give
meamng of any part of John s Gospel from script answer
grammar questions on various constructions encount~red and
tra!lslate an English selection into Urdu and write sa~e in
SCript.
.
.If I _would try to compare this to an attempt at doing thes~
!h1!1gs mto qreek, I would have to say it would be easier to do
it m Greek m one year, as the Greek script is much simpler.
A better comparison would be to use Hebrew but I think from
;vhat I've seen of Hebrew, that the Urdu f~rm of Hind~1s.tani
1s harder than Hebrew, as, in addition to very complicated
"pointing" of Urdu text, to indicate vowels, the. Urdu will join
great numbers of letters together, use one-third of a letter in
a sort of "short-hand" system, and then drop half of, th~
vowel-pointings, so that one is at sea as to the real word he
is puz~ling out from script unless he happens to know the
word itself· as a whole.
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. The thing that makes mastery of such a language possible,
as compared with the trivial progress we seem to make in
Latin or Greek or Hebrew in one year, is the fact that the
language is living. We hear everybody speak it all around us,
and our further usefulness in Christ's work is absolutely dependent on our learning the language. The whole first term of
five to seven years may be considered as post-gTaduate work
by the new missionary and usually a liberal amount of time is
granted for language study. In our first year we are asked
to do little other than language work, but the medical work at
Taxila called so insistently that I did devote a few hours per
day to the operating theatre.
In the Himalayas
From our present location in India we are able to see, from
our Language School, snow-covered peaks of the Himalayas
reaching to 20,000 feet above sea level, but the highest peak
of 29,000 feet, which has never been scaled, is not visible from
here.
In this mountain station is also located a splendid sohool
maintained by many mission boards, offering an American
curriculum and educating missionary children through High
School. Hence hundreds of missionaries come to this place
f.or their vacation, to be with their children for a month. It is
therefore a "mountain-top" experience for many missionaries
cut off from social ·contacts for many months of the year. One
meets missionaries from all over India and one can attend
church services in English with stirring evangelistic preaohing.
We are enjoying our time of language study very much. There
are about fifty new missionaries from a dozen or more Boards
in first year language study, and almost as many in second
year.
We are all well and very happy that we have again been
considered worthy to be engaged in His work, to heal the sick
in His name, and to give His message to sin-sick India.
Sincerely,
STUART BERGSMA.

Netherlands Church Items
•

To reach the unchurched is one of the great objectives of
the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands. Each church,
active in this direction, works through a consistorially appointed committee. These committees are associated into a
"Verband" for the purpose of assisting one another in the
wonderful but difficult work. June 8, the Association met for
its tenth annual meeting. Dr. F. W. Grosheide, the advisor,
announced that soon would be published a Manual for Evangelis~ic Work, based upon the experiences gathered during the
past ten years. Unquestionably, this concerted action must
be conducive to the extension of the Kingdom of God.

e, At the meeting referred to a:bove, there was present a
delegate of the (Dutch) Christian Reformed Church. The
latter Church has an Association similar to, and patterned
after, the one of the Reformed Churohes. In respect to this
type of Mission work there is therefore a goodly measure of
co-operation and unanimity of aims between the two denominatiOns.
•

The Christian Reformed church of the Netherlands held
its annual Theological School Rally Day on June 9th in
Apeldoorn. Two subjects were extensively treated. The first
one was "Schortinghuis' Pietism."
(Sohortinghuis, a Pietist
of the eighteenth century, is the man of the "five Precious
Negatives: I will not, I can not, I know not, I have not, and
I deserve not.")
The other subject was, "Is Preacihing of
Characteristics (of faith) Biblical?" The speaker, Rev. W.
Heerma, said "yes" and pointed out that the difference between his denomination and the Reformed Churches (NeoReformed, as he called them) basically concerns the question
as to what constitutes the Covenant and as to who are in the
Covenant.

e

The University of Debreczen, Hungary, ·is about to commemorate its 400th anniversary. The event was marked
by appointing as honorary professor, Dr. S. Greydanus of the
Kampen Theologioal School.
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An American 1Church has its Bulletin and a Dutch Church
has its "Kerkbode." Unique? Yes and no. No, for both
Bulletin and "Kerkbode" serve to convey information to the
congregation. Yes, because practically every congregation has
its "Kerkbode." Very small congregations band together and
publish one in concert. But the really unique part is the size
of these "Kerkbodes." Usually they consist of four pages of
generous proportions and carry the weekly announcements.
Then there are the minutes of the Consistory meetings. There
is the news of the societies. There is a meditation. There is
news of the Church at large. And, last but not least, there
are discussions on current topics. Any advertising? Well,
just a little.
•

A noteworthy ·phenomenon in connection with the Dutch
religious press is the fact that all these journals have an
extensive list of subscribers. The Dutch Calvinists are readers.
Hence they are well-informed regarding the affairs of the
Church, and well-instructed in the topics of the day. Press
and pulpit work together for the upbuilding of Zion. The
spoken word is supplemented by the written and more abiding
word. This is an immensely profitable combination. An incidental benefit to the Church is that many a pastor, through
the press, has become an efficient writer.
•

In the Netherlands it is often said that the Calvinists are
ascetic. What is meant is that Calvinists are usually
absent from such things as races, etc., and that they have no
appreciation for nature. But June 11th, when thousands of
people were at the horse-races, and many of the most prominent statesmen were in attendance at the festivities, Dr. 'IL
Colyn, prime-minister, leader of the Anti-Revolutionary Party,
spent the day in exquisitely beautiful "Gooisch Natuur Reservaat." He sperut the day as close to nature as is still possible
in the Netherlands!
•

The surplus of candidates in the Reformed churches of
the Netherlands has called attention to an old but peculiar
situation. Many congregations of say 500 members have
their own pastor. Of course. But in the cities a church is
not divided into congregations, as with us and elsewhere. - One
city congregation may have several pastors and church buildings. And now it becomes more and more clear that it is
impossi·ble for a pasitor to be a shepherd when some two
thousand souls are entrusted to his care. Hence, the idea is
rapidly gaining favor to have city churnhes call more ministers,
so that every pastor shall have no more than 1,000 souls under
his care.
a

The Reformed Church in Amsterdam (Centrum) has some
13,000 members. It has seven large church buildings and
as many pastors. The latter preaCJh in the various auditoriums
in rotation. Now it is expected that members living in a
certain neighborhood will worship in the church closest to
their home. But this is the ideal. Reality is a bit different.
To get some conception of the workings of this great congregation, we quote an article of the consistory's minutes: "Present were seven ministers and 69 elders." Imagine!
•

Buchmanism is also seeking its converts in the Netherlands
East Indies. And it succeeds. So much so that the Consistory of the Reformed Church of Solo published in the press
a note to the effect that "members of the Church, in order to
build up their faith and to deepen and strengthen their convictions, must seek to do so IN THE CHURCH. If there are
alleged impurities or poor spiritual conditions in the church
then every attempt should be made to overcome them." Th~
advice of the consistory is good. And it can be applied to
other "isms" besides Buchmanism.
Grand Haven, Mich.

J. G. VAN DYKE.
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American N~ws Items and Comments
Professional Confidences

Mrs. Mary Smith was an inmate in the Washington State
Penitentiary. Though she had been incarcerated on a minor
charge, yet she was a murderess.
But the authorities
"couldn't get the goods on her." A policeman posed as a
minister of the Gospel, won her confidence and secured her
confession to the crime of murder. The Methodist ministers
protested to the manner in which •the confession was made.
They declared that "people make statements to priests and
ministers in the knowledge that the ethics of their profession
holds them to absolute confidence. Legal decisions have upheld the right to hold inviolate such confidences. The use of
such means to obtain confessions will tend to destroy this
recognized practice and remove from the minister one of the
most valuable means of ministering to any one in distress."
This incident raises two questions which have for a long time
clamored for solution. The question of the method of crime
detection is an open one and perhaps ought to remain open.
Within certain bounds it is the reaction of the criminal that
should determine the methods of crime detection in each case.
But to pose as a minister is to live the lie which the detector
himself is trying to unveil in the one whom he regards as an
object of his probing. The matter of the confidence of the
minister is also a difficult one. No one it seems to me ought
to go to the minister with the absolute conviction that he will
never divulge or urge the divulging of a ·crime. After all, the
man of God is under obligation to his ·God, to the people whom
he serves, as well as to him who ·Confides in him. It seems to
me that we ought to have this confidence that the man of God
will never divulge any confidence unless he is convinced that
it is for the promotion of the kingdom and for the glory of
God. And no man should approach a minister with any confidences, if the keeping of such confidence will perforce make
the minister derelict in his duty to the God whom he serves.
Sunday School and Snow White

Seventy-five thousand Sunday School children paraded in
Brooklyn's 109th annual ·commemoration of the founding of
the Sunday School Union of that district. Floats and music
featuring Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs proved to be a
far more popular part of the parade than anything that symbolized something distinctively religious or Christian. The
American flag was far more prominent than 1banners indicating the spirit of Christianity. It is the same old story. It
seems to be exceedingly difficult to keep the Christian religion
pure and undefiled. Santa Claus replaces the babe at Bethlehem. American flags replace the cross. Snow White replaces the Christ in the hearts of the children. Americanism
replaces Christianity. But the religion of Ghrist refuses to
tolerate any admixture. It ceases to be Christianity, the
moment it is adulterated. '
Birth Rate

The Archbishop of York bemoans the fact that within twenty
years the decline of the number of school going children in
England amounted to 900,000. The figure is really more
alarming when one realizes that there, as here, in the upper
age brackets there are many more taking ·advanced work in
the educational institutions than formerly. English culture
and its older civilization failed to prevent this decline in population. Training in sex knowledge has failed miserably in
offering a satisfactory solution. The difficulty lies in the fact
that we have begun to look upon children as liabilities and not
as assets. They represent a burden, not a joy. We need to
be injected with the spirit of the 0. T. Psalmist who regarded
ohildren as God's greatest blessings and declared, "Happy is
the man who has his quiver full of them."
English Bible

This year marks the 400th anniversary of the English Bible.
For four hundred years it has been dragged through the dirt
by the atheists and torn apart by the. critics, well-meaning and
otherwise. But in spite of it all, no other volume can compare
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with it when it is judged from the point of view of its influence
upon ethics, culture, language, and civilization in all of its
aspects. That is being and will be recognized ·by all fairminded men. But what of the future? From an article in an
English publication called St. Martin's Review, it appears that
people have held it altogether too sacred in the estimation of
the writer. He forgets that all of its tremendous influences
are due in part precisely to the fact that men and wamen held
it sacred. The clamor to modernize the Bible by translating
it into up-to-the-minute language is persistent. Many have
worked at it and have enabled us to read it in what may be
known as "sidewalk English." I have my doubts about the
value of the tendency to lower the standard of the scripture
language to meet the man on the street. However popular the
translation may be, if it truly reflects the Bible, it will still
present the teachings of the Bible offensive to men. It is not
the language, but it is the contents of the Bible that tend to
make men place it upon the shelf. And after all, it is appropriate is it not, to keep the language on a high and dignified
level in keeping with its exalted contents?
Gambling

America is in the grip of the gambling spirit. So in effect
declares Dr. Sockman of New York City. "Diplomatic bluff
replaces international law. Housewives buy their sweepstakes
tickets. Churches resort to games of chance to pay their bills.
Legislators consider the possibility of raising relief revenues
by lotteries. It is a habit-forming drug." It is to the credit
of Cardinal Hayes that he has written a letter urging the state
constitutional ·Convention to insist upon retaining the constitutional prohibition against vice. It is disappointing, however,
to find that the State Catholic Welfare Committee explains
that Hayes did not ask a ban on harmless diversions. Of
course not. But when is gambling or what kind of gambling
harmless diversion? When the object is to secure funds for
relief or for ecclesiastical purposes, it does not have the cloak
of righteousness cast over it. The nobility of the end in view
can never cover the hideousness of the method. We need a
"shot in the arm" that will enable us to see that righteousness
exalteth a nation and that sin is a reproach to any people.
Salacious Magazines

Many a press in this country is spewing forth magiazines
and other forms of publication that no man of high moral
calibre can look through without a flush of shame. Such men
refuse to receive them or to look into them and then let the
matter rest right there. These men are not lowered 'but made
better .by their firm refusal to be morally contaminated by
them. However, there are thousands of young people and
others that are demoralized by them. It is refreshing to note
that 1Prosecutor Nolan of Indianapolis realizes that "lascivious
and salacious publications degrade all who touch them but
adolescent youth are their special victims." It is to be hoped
that all civic-minded citizens co-operate in making such publications unavailable. Laws forbidding the mailing of obscene
matter should be enforced, and the sense of public decency
so enriched that the continuation of such reading material be
no longer profitable.
Liquor Joint

It is the adolescent that becomes the object of prey for unscrupulous men and women, who are willing to place young
lives on the altar of dissipation and ruin in order to fatten the
purse of their ill-gotten gains. Various kinds of gambling devices, of dope, and of liquors are to be found where the youth
may be easily solicited. The enraged citizens of a certain section
in Syracuse have become righteously indignant about it. They
have found that their commissioners have permitted liquor permits to taverns within a couple blocks of a city high school.
They protested. They were informed that the permit was
within the law. And now they are appealing to the Supreme
Court. Eighteen hundred high school boys and girls are exposed to the evil influences that radiate from a liquor joint. But
it is within the law. Are the authorities forgetting that the
law was made for man and not man for the law?
H. S.
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JEREMIAH COME TO LIFE
By Franz Werfel. Transl'ated by
The Viking Press, New York, 1938.

HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE.

M. Firth.

recent years the novel has become an increasingly
D URING
effective vehicle not only for the relation of the simple
yarn or a frivolous story, but for the expression of a philosophical mood, and the dramatization and clarification of the deepest
human experiences. Such a clarification of experience do we
find here. Jeremiah and his superbly courageous challenge is a
symbol, and a proof beyond cavil "that greatness is consistent
only with running counter to the world and never acceptance of
it; that the eternally defeated are the eternally victorious; and
that the Voice is more real than the clamour that seeks to drown
it." The Voice brings tidings of salvation-to the pure in
heart. The author believes that the Voice still speaks to the
modern man as it did to the seer of Anatoth in the barren days
of Josiah; not as literally and as airectly, but it does speak to
the heart and soul in authentic accents. So Jeremiah's experiences become a symbol of the experience of all the pure in heart.
But whateyer may be the ultimate meaning of the novel, and
there will doubtless be ample dispute about that, there can, it
seems to me, be little real dispute about the vibrantly and tenderly beautiful dramatization of the career of Jeremiah. From
the day we observe him as an eager young man "breathless with
adoration" in the Temple, to the day we see him as an old and
weary man, grey of hair, a cruel scar on his forehead in the
same Temple now smoking and in ruin, holding a bit of shattered stone from the sacred tablets of the Lord in his trembling
hand, do we see the career of the servant of God unfold scroll
upon scroll of unforgettable pageantry. We see him wander
from the forthright and rocky grandeur of Jerusalem to Noph in
languorous Egypt, thence to the impious tower of E-temen-anki,
the temple of Nebuchadnezzar. We hear the grandeur of his
prophecies imaginatively placed in appropriate settings of, occasion and person. We experience vicariously the tempestuous
conflict in the soul of Jeremiah itself as he, a man of quiet
heart, brought tidings of judgment and deep woe.
The career of Jeremiah is indissolubly associated with that
of the kings of the house of David. In certain respects the
book might have been called "The Fall of the House of David";
because in it we see a great and lordly house razed to the lowly
'dust from which it had sprung. We are introduced to this house
in the person of Josiah, tempestuous, virile, uncontainable, imagining vast scheme,\l of conquest, and as Jeremiah warned, "too
sure of the Lord." He dies like a hero from legend from a
wound received in battle. The house then decays into Jehoiakim, sinuous, traitorous, feverishly fond of the beauty of color
and smell, who dies a cowardly death and receives the burial of
an ass. Coniah has promises as a king, but the barbaric toils
of Babylon end his career in a foul tower. There is a last
gleam of glory in Zedekiah, "God is just," but his incorrigible
recklessness sweeps the whole house into oblivion.
There is a
trag·i~ flaw in this exalted house, the flaw of uncontainable pride
and restless self-will, which not even the reiterated Voice moves
till it has shattered the house forever.
From the viewpoint of structure this tragedy accompanies
and dovetails with the career of Jeremiah, but in my opinion,
does not dominate it. To me it appears really to be a tremendous episode in the development of Jeremiah. It is an intimate
and essential part of his spiritual development, and the entire
fall of the house of David is an occurrence within his development as the trusted and chosen servant of Adonai. For to this
house the prophet had a solemn, inescapable, and heart-breaking
duty. He had to pronounce the Word, and its message was often
gall and wormwood to the kings. All his ministrations to this

haughty house combined to bring Jeremiah to that spiritual maturity the Lord wished for him: its tragedy is part of Jeremiah's sanctification.
Jeremiah himself is a man of much affliction. He was delicate and timid, physically weak and easily exhausted, tenderhearted and of a naturally pacific temper, and to him was given
the task of weary journeys and messages of doom, in short, of
shepherding his flock with a rod of iron. As he says in his
agonized complaint to his mother: "For, behold, I am dumbyet I must cry aloud. I am timid-yet must I strive against
kings and priests. I wish to be alone-yet I must mingle with
the people. I beg on my knees for peace-yet must I go forth
to war." Such was the pitiable duty of Jeremiah. But his
heroism is as great as his suffering. He faces the aloof majesty
of Nebuchadnezzar and the wild fury of J ehoiakim without
trembling. He endures bonds and scourgings, loss and sorrow,
he experiences real fear in his soul, even the suffocating stench
of the cess-pool of Jerusalem, with a fortitude that is truly
amazing. The Lord is often far away, and His commands are
hard to understand. I think the author frequently exaggerates
the incalculable and inscrutable intention of the Lord regarding
His people. Yet Jeremiah was lonely with the deep loneliness
of the spiritual shatterers of an old order. Had not the Lord
been on his side, he had fainted.
But the most fascinating element of the book, in some ways,
is the Voice. Apparently capricious, often delphic and incalculable, its mysterious and irresistible dominance over Jeremiah
is a matter of great interest. There was no doubt in Jeremiah's
mind about the authenticity of the Voice when its promptings
came. The Voice is physically real; it speaks actual words
which Jeremiah hears and utters. When Jeremiah utters to
the people these words, rich with the imag·ery of the East, "Thus
saith the Lord, again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built,
0 Virgin of Israel, thou shalt'be adorned with thy tabrets, and
shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry," he is,
according to the portrait of Werfel, uttering the exact, or at
least very close approximations to, the words the Lord Himself
uttered. Jeremiah tries always, whether in speech or writing,
to reproduce the contents of the speeches of the Voice with the
greatest accuracy; and he realizes that when the Voice is dim
or dishearteningly obscure, the fault is his alone.
To write a satisfactory review of a book of these dimensions
one should know something of archmology, one should be well
acquainted with Jeremiah and relevant Hebrew lore; one should
know not a little of the Kingdom of the starry sky, Babylon, and
of the House of Bondage, and its adulation of the dead, and a
great many other things.
But without these capacities, one may express a sincere appreciation for a great book, and among its merits one may
praise the following: the grand sweep of the tragedy of the
house of David; the wide variety, interest, and clarity of representation in characters; the attitude of impeccable reverence
for the Lord on the part of the children of men; the understanding portrayal of the prophet; and the pageantry of the
kings and their kingdoms. This pageantry I found truly amazing. Splendor and pomp, the tumult of war; turbulent councils
of kings; the sky blue cloaks of the princes of David; the beauty
of the Lord's temple; the sultry magnificence of Egypt--all are
portrayed with cool yet passionate artistry which is apparent
even through t.he mist of a translation. There are also quiet
scenes of the idyllic softness of the Egyptian landscape, of the
joy of harvest in Israel.
One will forget last, I think, the prophet, Jeremiah, with his
deep humility and humanity; his kindliness to all men; his passionate devotion to social justice, and his forthright criticism
of social abuse. Even Jeremiah's wrestlings with the Lord in
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moments of extreme doubt and fear have solace in them for the
ordinary human who is often also like a reed in a high storm.
One retains the abiding conviction that spiritual growth is a
slow process, and Jeremiah experienced much at the hands of
the great Potter. Yet in the end he has. the great conviction,
breathed into him by the Lord, that all his suffering and terror,
all that has happened, has happened "that thy days may be
long."
JOHN TIMMERMAN.

Grand Rapids.

A BOOK FOR TEACHERS
By Henry W. Simon. Oxford University Press, New York, 1938. 98 pages. $1.50.

PREFACE TO TEACHING.

wishes to begin by saying that he does not
T HEagreereviewer
with everything to be found in this book. That is
one reason for reading it. What utility is there in reading that
with which one completely agrees? In such a book there would
be scarcely enough intellectual stimulus to keep even an angleworm from boredom--provided, of course, that it also agreed.
The first. chapter on "Why the Teacher Can Not Reform the
World,'' alone is worth the price of the book. In excellent English Mr. Simon shows why a totalitarian state like Sparta or
Germany is bound to have a more effective system of education
than a democracy. Education in a democracy may be better,
almost certainly broader, but never so effective. This is because democracy implies majority rule, and majorities imply
minorities, or, at least, a minority. But minorities imply differences of opinion. In the words of the author, "it is easier
to attain an effective education for a country that knows just
where it wants to go than for one that is not quite so sure."
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The conclusion of the matter is to be found in the last paragraph of the second chapter. It reads thus:
"This, then, is what the teacher can do about reforming the
world. He cannot preach his chosen way to salvation, but he
can develop qualities in his pupils that may help them find
their qwn. If this sounds too slow and indirect for your temperament, teaching is probably not your job."
To get the full thrust of chapter one it must be read in its
entirety. It alone, I repeat, is worth the price of tne book. It
is not that Mr. Simon says so much that is new, but what he
says is put so cogently and with such crystalline clarity that it
can not fail to impress the reader.
In following chapters there is an illuminating discussion of
the old problem of formal discipline, and a provocative answer
to the question, "What should a teacher be like?" Every teacher
should read chapter six on "How not to be a schoolmarm."
Part two of the book deals with the problems of the teaching
process. Teachers will find it stimulating and refreshing reading.
Were I Hitler the book under review would be made required
reading for all teachers from kindergartens to university professors. But no, were I Hitler I would forbid the reading of
so dangerous a book. I would place it on the Nordic index.
All in all, the book deserves the high praise bestowed upon it
by Abraham Flexner in the foreword. However, if the book is
as good as Flexner asserts,, and it is, then he should have taken
time to read it with the care it ,deserves.
J. ·BROENE.

JESUS AS SHEPHERD
By G. Campbell Morgan.
Revell Co., New York, 1.937. Price $2.50.

THE GREAT PHYSICIAN.

THE

Fleming H.

author needs no introduction. Few there be in the
English-speaking religious world that have never heard of
But if you think that this means that teachers in the public this talented preacher of the Gospel and his many helpful
schools of a democratic state can teach as they please, teach writings. The number of those who have heard him preach
just what they think is right and good, you forget, says Simon, and have read one or more of his books is not small. All that
an important fact, namely, that the school-public school, of know him fairly well are agreed that Campbell Morgan ranks
course-is the agent of the state. Now, while a democracy among the great pulpiteers of this age. His is the happy art
permits a considerable difference of opinion on many matters, it in a high degree of "opening the Scriptures" and exploring its
stops short, far short of the logical conclusion which would spell riches and its beauties in a manner calculated to stir every
true minister of the Gospel to jealousy. His strength lies in
anarchy.
"Democracy," says Mr. Simon, "is only not quite so sure as instruction; he does not specialize in exhortation. His presenthe totalitarian state about certain very important ideas. tation of God's Word is always orderly and clear. He is a born
Democracy will, for instance, be more tolerant of conflicting teacher. Though not profound in the ordinary sense of the
views on labor, sex, and taxation than will a totalitarian state, term, Campbell Morgan is ever thorough and substantial. It is
but it will seldom tolerate extreme views on any of these sub- not impossible that his great lucidity sometimes betrays his
jects. When it comes to government, democracy is still more hearers and readers into believing that depth is lacking. Upon
closer inspection it will usually appear that his material is solid
strict in what it will not tolerate: it will, for example, not toland
that his thoughts have deep perspectives. As regards the
erate its own overthrow in favor of totalitarianism."
,
absence of express application, it should be noted that the cast
And then comes the crux of the matter:
of his thoughts as well as his typical approach to Scripture is
"There is a group of professors," continues Simon, "who so characteristically and consistently practical, that the attenwould like to use American schools for making fundamental tive hearer or reader can hardly fail to perceive and appreciate
changes in our social set-up. They look about at society and see the bearing. which the truth under study has upon his life.
that there is something rotten in it. They laudably decide someCampbell Morgan writes pretty much the way he preaches,
thing ought to be done about it and choose, of all things, the barring, of course, the uninditable tone of his voice, his perschool to do it with. That is, of course, the most handy tool sonal mien and his peculiar type of action. The book under
for them to choose, one they know a good deal about, but it is review so plainly bears the stamp of its author's mind and
not adapted to their purpose. That fact is clearly indicated by method that, were its title-page lacking, it might still be idenan eloquent omission in their writings. 'Any educational philos- tified as a Morgan book.
ophy which is to be significant for American education at the
The Great Physician deals with "the method of Jesus with
present time must be,' they tell us, 'the expression of a social
individuals," as the sub-title puts it, or to amplify it, the method
philosophy.' Then comes the eloquent omission. What social
of Jesus dealing pastorally with individuals in distinction from
philosophy? Communism? Fascism? Socialism? We are not
groups. It contains 50 chapters and covers 400 pages. A few
told. But suppose one does try to tell us. Suppose he gives the of the individuals dealt with were not the objects of Christ's peranswer Communism or Fascism. Then comes the question, How sonal ministration. The opening chapter, portrays the Great
are you going to achieve it through the school? The answer Physician Himself and discusses His methods. In every chapter
is, you can't. You can't, because the way to achieve Com- the author first recounts the facts concerning the individual conmunism or Fascism is not to lay hands on one of the tools of cerned and then proceeds to explain the factual material. The
the state-the school-but to seize the very state itself. First treatment is not exhaustive; it could not be in but eight pages,
the state, then the school, has always been the order of funda- the limits of each sketch. But the discussion is richly suggestive, if not full. The brevity of the chapters does not impair
mentiJ,l change.''
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the clearness of the picture as the author paints it. The book
apparently proceeds upon the assumption that, once the reader
is interested in the biblical character discussed in the chapter, he
will prosecute the study of the historical figure under the guidance of the instruction given, after the book has been closed
and laid aside. Perhaps the author made his chapters brief, in
order that the reader should not be pre-occupied so much with
the individual objects of the Great Physician's tender care as
with the Great Physician Himself, particularly with His loving
spirit, His matchless wisdom, and His consummate skill. Personally the present reviewer would prefer to speak in this connection of the Great Shepherd. In dealing with the individuals
canvassed in the book Jesus exercised not only His healing
function. He also ,led and fed the beneficiaries of His tender
care. In a word, He shepherded them.
May the book be widely read.

It deserves it amply.

S. VOLBEDA.

JESUS AS PASTOR
JEZUS ALS ZIELSZORGER. Door Dr. J. H. Bavinck. Bosch en Keuning, Baarn (Netherlands), 1938. Price fl. 1.35 (paper
cover); fl. 1.70 (bound).
THE author's name has a familiar ring. H.e is a nephe~
of the late Dr. Herman Bavinck. He promises well to become Bavinck redivivus. He breathes his illustrious uncle's
beautiful spirit; he already looms large as a scholar worthy of
the fine Bavinck tradition; he strikingly resembles his famous
kinsman in the supremely biblical anchorage of his theology;
and he writes a style that reminds one at every turn of the
great dogmatician whose name he bears. Only a few weeks ago
the General Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken and the :Board
of Directors of the Free University joined in tendering him an
appointment as professor of Missions at the Kampen seminary
and the Free University, respectively. He has already signified
his acceptance of this dual chair and expects to enter upon the
duties of his professorate next year. It is a source of rejoicing
to all who are interested in the science of Missions that the first
incumbent of the recently established chairs of Missions at Kampen and Amsterdam is a man of the spiritual and scholarly and
cultural calibre of this scion of a noble family.
The book announced above is a jewel. In it the author dears
with the pastoral care Jesus bestowed upon the disciples whom
He had chosen to be His apostles. The book might have been
entitled The Pastoral Training of the Twelve for the Apostolate.
It features many fine qualities. Perhaps the outstanding virtue
of the book is that it helps us in a large measure to understa.nd the inner life of the men whom our Lord called to be
fishers of men and to appreciate the amazing skill Christ manifested in preparing them for their future task. The author appears to be a keen psychologist. He interprets what the disciples did and said in terms of their background, their ideals,
their weaknesses, their obtuseness, their prejudices, their stubbornness. Apart from the divinely wrought faith which they,
Judas excepted, reposed in Jesus, even when all He did went
against their grain, there was very little in the minds and purposes of the apostles-to-be that did not need radical correction.
The patience and wisdom and tenderness of their Lord is thrown
into bold relief, as we observe how Christ labored to fashion
suitable apostles out of what sometimes looked like hopeless
materials. The present reviewer confesses that this little book
of 105 pages has helped him immensely to understand the difficulty of the task Jesus set Himself when He undertook to
"make" His disciples fishers of men. Surely, Jesus' professotate,
if the phrase may be employed, was a sore burden. Its exercise
added considerably to His pains and sorrows. But how marvelously adequate He proved to be to His truly hard task!
S. VOLBEDA.
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TlIE GOSPEL AND PASTORAL CARE
Ds. J. Verkuil, EVANGELISATIE ONDER DE HoOGERE STANDEN EN
MEER O'NTWIKKELDEN; Dr. E. D. Kraan, SCHULDBESEF;
Dr. P. Prins, HoE KoMT JEZUS ToT ONS; Ds. J. Van Kerksen, ·AMBTELIJKE ZIELZORG EN ZEKERHEID DES GELOOFS.
J. H. Kok, Kampen, 1938. Price fl. 0.45 each.
THESE 32-page booklets are numbers 11-14 of the Series Kerk
en Wereld, edited by Dr. F. W. Grosheide, Ds. J. Overduin,
and Dr. G. Brillenbutg Wurth of the Netherlands, and intended
to "give direction to Christian life." According to the announcement of the Series, these bi·ochures deal with practical religious
and moral problems in a constructive manner and are written in
a popular style. They are designed to help God's people in coping with the difficulties that confront them in the modern world,
and accordingly discuss a variety of intensely practical subjects.
The titles given above are a fair sample of the topics presented
in the Series. Others are, Hoe Verwachten Wij Jezus' Komst,
Onze Wandel, Christelijk Sterven, Liefde en Trouw, Discipelschap in het Gezin, Hoe Moeten Wij (Evangelisatie) Huisbezoek. Doen, Verkondiging (Prediking) en Zielzorg, Heiligmaking, Discipelschap in de Fabriek, Leven Uit het Geloof. The
Series is clear evidence that the leaders of the Refom1ed
Churches of the Netherlands are not forgetting the common people and their practical needs while they prosecute their scien•
tific theological studies. Most of the authors of the valuable
booklets have become intimately acquainted with the stress and
strain of practical Christian life through a rich pastoral experience. As eminent theologians they know the solution of the
problems of present-day life, which our covenant God graciously
affords us in His Holy Word. As Reformed theologians they
interpret God's Word correctly. As progressive Calvinists they
take close account of the twentieth century providence of God
and of the tlventieth century mentality of God's people, as they
seek to enlighten and lead God's faithful ones in the labors and
struggles of the Kingdom of heaven.
The booklets announced above serve the general purpose of
the Series excellently. The first is a splendid contribution to the
discussion of a neglected phase of missionary work. The second
is a fine sample of the author's expert knowledge in. the field
of spiritual life according to the Scriptures. The third evidences a truly refreshing way in which to set forth the significance of the Church as the agency of God's grace. The fourth
handles a delicate subject very acceptably.
From the nature of the case these booklets, one and all, are a
valuable addition to the minister's library as well as to the layman's. They acquaint the minister with tl:ie layman's problems and difficulties not only, but also with the wisdom of God
that leads to light and triumph. Needless to say, the problems
of modern life are fundamentally the same everywhere as they
always were; even the farms these fundamental problems assume in our age are growing more similar, if not identical, every
day. These booklets-the whole Series, in fact--should find a
wide sale wherever the Dutch language is understood.
S. VoLBEDA.

DR. MAIER'S RADIO ADDRESSES
THE CROSS FROM COAST TO COAST. By Walter A. Maier. St.
Louis, Concordia Publishing House. 403 pages. $1.50.
THAT the Religious Radio Broadcast of Dr. Maier reached
by fifty per cent more people than it did last year surprises none who have had the privile~/ of listening to these
vibrant presentations of the Gospel. That they deserve to be
put in a permanent book form will be acknowledged by all those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. That
they are offered to the public at so reasonable a price will make
it possible for the more impecunious among us to secure a copy
and even to be a means of its distribution ..

The Cross from Coast to Coast contains almost thirty radio
addresses that were broadcast during the 1937-1938 season. In
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them Dr. Maier manifests once again his unique aoility of analyzing the times in which we live, of weaving this material into
his messages, and thus making his sermons up-to-the-minute.
One may not always agree with his theology, but he, will give
him a hearing. The lessons are pointed and calculated to drive
men's hopes away from human devised means of salvation to
that which has been planned and wrought by God. The language is rich and full and yet remarkably free-flowing. These
addresses are excellent examples of what gqod radio Gospel presentations ought to be.
H. S.

PROTESTANT PRINCIPLES AND LEADERS
OuR PROTESTANT HERITAGE. By H. J. Ockenga. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rq,pids. Pages 140. Price $1.00.

THE sub-title explains that they are a series of sermons.

That
is not correct. They can with no degree of justification be
called the administration of the Word, even though a text may
grace the beginning of each address.
They are a series of historical studies in which some of the
more important distinctive conceptions of Protestantism are discussed in connection with their chief defenders and the country
in which they were developed and formulated. The work is
cleverly conceived, splendidly executed, and worthy of being
widely read. The Reformation Truths are discussed in connection with Martin Luther and his Germany. The doctrine of
communion receives flesh and bones because it is woven into a
discussion of Zwingli and his Switzerland. Calvin and Geneva
"llUst furnish the background for a treatment of the doctrine of
Predestination. William of Orange and The Netherlands must
do the same thing for Christian Liberty. Knox and Scotland
give life to the doctrine about conscience. Cromwell and England
constitute the background for the discussion of Providence.
Roger Williams and America color the address devoted to The
Genius of Protestantism. The final chapter constitutes a plea
for the spirit of independence as created by Protestantism and
against the spirit of modern Church Union Movements.
Here we find an excellent ilustration of the use of history to
make doctrines considered dead and dry vital.
H. S.
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THE S.PIRIT OF THE SHEPHERD. By M. P. Krikorian. Zondervan
Publishing House. $1.00.
An exposition of the Twenty-third Psalm written by an Evangelist whose messages glow with conviction. The uniqueness of
this volume lies in the fact that the writer weaves into his exposition in an arresting way his own personal experiences as a
shepherd on the Palestinian hills.
PICKINGS.
$1.00.

By Robert G. Lee.

ZondM·van Publishing House.

As the title suggests, this book contains bright gems collected
from everywhere, each containing some moral, some religious
truth. It aims "to be to somebody a harbor in storm, a light in
darkness, a prompting in perplexity, a help in hazards, a direction in doubts." That aim will undoubtedly be realized.
THE CHRIS'II WE NEED.
ing House. $1.00.

By W. T. Conner. Zondervan Publish-

Here are fifteen acceptable sermons by the Professor of Systematic Theology in the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. They are not exegetical expositions, but they are real
attempts to present as full a picture as possible under the
limitations of a few more than a dozen sermons. The portrayal
ls, of course, that of the Christ. There is also a very helpfiil
attempt to answer many of the questions that have centered
around the figure of Christ or to declare the questions unanswerable. Jesus remains forever the Great Wonder that appeared among men.
WIVES OF THE BIBLE.
ing House. $1.00.

By

w.

B. Riley.

J. H.

} N THIS book the author treats that part of Sacred History
dealing with Saul, David, and Solomon. Saul is presented
as the anti-theocratic king, demanded by the people, given in
God's anger as punishment for Israel. David, the theocratic
king, is given in God's favor. He carries on the wars of the
Lord. He. is victorious over the enemies of the people of God,
and to Israel he brings unity, liberty, and the fear of the Lord.
Solomon is presented as the king under whose reign the kingdom of Israel reaches its climax, but also as the king whose
shortcomings call for the coming of the great Son of David.
In his purpose to present a volume that can be used as source
book by those who have to teach this part of Sacred History,
the author has been admirably successful. Whatever the Bible
reveals about these three kings and this important part of Israel's. history, has been collected and presented in outline form.
In addition, secular history, biblical geography, and arch::eology
have been made to contribute in order that a correct and interesting picture might be presented of this part of Holy Writ.
The simple outline maps materially add to the value of the
book. Bible teachers will find the book a valuable addition to
their library and a real help in the preparation of their lesson
material.
R. POSTMA.

Zondervan Publish-

The versatile pastor of the First Baptist Church of Minneapolis has given us in this book eight introductions to a select
number of wives in the Scriptures. The volume is intensely
interesting to read, not so much because it contains a series of
fine psychological studies of characters, nor because it presents
a careful analytical study of the scriptural material itself, but
chiefly because it is filled with most interesting anecdotes and
illustrations of which Dr. Riley seems to have an inexhaustible
store.
AT THE GATES OF MERCY. By J. H. Webb.
ing House. $1.00.

SAUL, DAVID, AND SOLOMON
KoNINGEN VAN ISRAELS GOD GEGEVEN. Door I. Snoek.
Kok, Kampen. pp. 582. Price I 4.75.

FORUM

Zondervan

Publish~

A South Carolina Baptist pastor offers to all those who are
willing to read a series of splendid meditations on ten of the
prayers found in the Bible. They are not characterized by
erudition so much as by earnest and careful reflections upon
scriptural passages with a view to gleaning from them lessons
that may prove to be helpful in promoting prayer life, and
great zeal and faith in the work of the Kingdom.
THE VICTORY LIFE. By John W. Mahood,
ing House. 35 cents.

Zondervan Publish-

A series of studies on twelve Christian virtues each preceded
by a memory verse and each centering around a Bible character. The lessons are put in simple form and interspersed
with telling illustrations. The booklet is preparea to serve the
needs of a class of new converts.
A STUDY IN CHRISTIAN CERTAINTIES. By John Wilmot Mahood.
Zondervan Publishing House. 35 cents.
Another series of a dozen studies on the cardinal truths of
the Christian faith, such as: The Existence of God, The Miraculous Birth, Christ's Atonement, the Authority of the Bible, etc.
It is hoped that this little book will help the young people of our
high schools and col.leges to get a firmer grip on the certainties
of the Gospel and ;thus to be more .a.bl~ to withstand the assaults upon the faith to which they are constantly exposed.
H. S.

